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"Late Pass!" <

THE CALL SIGN FOR GROTTAGLIE TOWER-- @ 449th "FLYING HORSEMEN"

OCTOBER'96 449th BOMB GROUP PRE-1997 REUNION INFO.

"AIR FORCE FIFTY"M OUR 9TH 449T1H REUNION

APRIL 22-26, 1997 - LAS VEGAS, NEVADA

Here it is!!! Join the celcbration that will be a "ONCE IN A LIFETIME" experi-
ence! The 50th Anniversary of America's Air Force and the 9th Reunion of our own 449th
Bomb Group Association! We will be treated to four days of activities and special events
that will be attended by dignitaries from all over the World! The Las Vegas Hotels will be
filled with Reunion Groups (ours is "The Stardust"), veterans of all conflicts, pastand
present, USAF and Foreign AF Leaders, Aerospace Industry Representatives, the USAF
"Thunderbird" Air Demonstration Tecam, Forcignand Civilian air demonstration teams, and
a large static display of USAF and foreign aircraft.

The AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION (AFA) has put together a program that will
interest all and we will be a part of it...the 449th will have a display booth #214 in the
Exhibition Hall of the huge Conference Center and we can mix with similarly interested
familics by registering for this fantastic event...our hotel information and the AFA FIFTY Registration Form arc both
in this issuc. READ ALL THE DIRECTIONS AND INFO. CAREFULLY...and when you have understood them,
USE THE SUMMARY CHECKLIST (also in this issuc); this will clarify questions that come to your mind...and
then send in your checks and data to meet the suspense dates.

NOTE: our 449th events take place on Wednesday evening and Thursday a.m.; so in making out your AFA
Registration do set these times aside to be with our own 449th!! THE 449TH ADVANCE REG. SHEET is not in

this issuc...it will be mailed to all members at a later date. The Wednesday evening event is for Squadron Dinners,

g

and the Thursday Brunch will be an "Information and Memorial Brunch"...do not
include these on your "AFA FIFTY REG. FORM"! The Fri. April 25th is the
Big Day of the Nellis AFB huge AIRSHOW, and for just the AFA FRI-
DAYS TICKET HOLDERS (yes, the show is repeated on SAT., but that day is 1946 € :} 1996
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC, and it will be a "madhouse”.) Anyway, we have

something planned for Sat., or you can return home on that datc or "do the town A]R F ﬂl";[ ASSOCIAT 0N
1o other places of interest”. We recommend obtaining a "Round Trip Trans.
Tickets for Tues-Thurs" and the one for "Round-trip to Nellis AFB on Fri.". REGARDING THE 15TH AIR
FORCE ASSOC. activities...wc find that we just cannot attend three convention/reunions...plus the 15th has but
one package price for their full rcunion, no separate event tickets, so we regret that we will be unable to make them

apart of our Reunion.

THE LAS VEGAS LARGE HOTELS ARE NOTED WORLDWIDE FOR THEIR HUGE STAGESHOWS,
FEATURING WELL KNOWN ENTERTAINERS...AND ALL PLAY A MATINEE SHOW PLUS EVENING
SHOWS. NOTICE THE LIST OF HOTELS (p.2)...FOR THESE SHOWS YOU MUST SELECT FOR THE
HOTEL SHOW WHILE IN VEGAS.




(this map is not to scale)

e 1€ New Stardust!

Approx.
Distance to

Location  Hotel Add r

| Aladdin 3667 Las Vegas Blvd. S. ...
2 Alexis Park ... ... . 375 E. Harmon Ave. ...
3 Bally's ..o ..o 3645 Las Vegas Blvd. S. .
4. Caesar’s Palace ... 3570 Las Vegas Bivd. S
S :
6
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Gold Coast ...
Harrah's........
Holiday Inn Casino
mpenial Palace ...
9. Maxim ...

10. The Mirage ... 1.0 mifes
H. MGM Grang ... | miles
12. Monte Carlo... 9 miles

15 Sands

. 0 miles PN . — . -
@—Surdust =4 . e
A Stratosphere. ......... ; e A
18. Treasure Island s TI IE

19. Tropicana
20. Westward HO ..o

STARDUST RESORT

300 Las Vegas Bivd. South
449TH BOMB GROUP NION HOTEL
RESERVATIONS PHONE: 1-800-634-6757

LAS VEGAS!!! ... quite possibly the fastest
growing city since WW2 in the USA! From the
population of just over 10,000 the City now boasts of
rightat 1.2 Million people!

The City is at the south tip of Nevada, at the
crossroads of I-15 and U.S. Hwy. 95. The
"STARDUST" is on the middle of the "strip" of Hotel-
Casinos ... see this page map!

All airlines arrive at McCARRAN INTL. AIRPORT. AMTRAK also serves the City, at Union Station.
The STARDUST has plenty of free parking with Valet service available. SHUTTLE bus service is available to all
the hotels from McCarran Intl. Airport .. rates are $6.50 for round trip and $7.50 each, one way! (this about the same
we paid at the Williamsburg Apt.) .. we recommend the round trip ticket you get at your arrival bus. Events and
schedules are listed on the "AFA FIFTY" Reg. form (in this issue)

For those who are not interested in Casino activities the City has other interests; the Boulevard Mall, the Fashion
Show Mall, Forum shops at Caesars, the City Meadows Mall, Factory Stores of America, the Liberace Museum, Belz
Factory Outlet Mall and the Nevada History Museum. The details for a City Tour on Grayline will come with the
449th Advance Registration Information mailer, at a later date (this AFA Reg. Form is for the AFA mailing
address, only!)

MAKING YOUR HOTEL RESERVATION: Identify yourself as a 449er using the GROUP CODE: 449th97,
and using a credit card to guarantee one nights room and 8% Tax. CUT OFF DATE FOR ROOM RESERVATIONS

WILL BE 21 MARCH, 1997. AFTER THAT IT WILL BE ON SPACE / AVAILABLE BASIS. We have 200
DELUXE ROOMS AND 100 MOTOR ROOMS AVAILABLE. HERE ARE THE RATES:

DELUXE ROOMS £58.00 SUN-THURS.
$100.00 FRI-SAT.

MOTOR INN ROOMS $42.00SUN-THURS.
$65.00FRI-SAT.

SUITES: One bedroom Spais $180.00 daily. Two bedroom Spa is $280.00 daily.




(Hotel Reservation info. cont'd).

These sleeping room ratcs are for the period of April 20-27, 1997. NOTE: THE STARDUST IS UNABLE TO
ACCEPT SATURDAY ARRIVALS.

Please be advised that all rates quoted are for single or double occupancy. They do not quote quads as a part of
any contract offering. Requests for selective quad rates must be approved in advance through the Hotel Sales Office.
Any rooms requiring triple occupancy will be charged an additional $10.00 per room, per night. They cannot provide
triple occupancy in the MOTOR INN area of the Hotel. Bed Types in this scction are limited to Twin Beds (2 per
room) or Kings. ALL ROOMS ARE SUBJECT TO THE CLARK COUNTY TAX, currently at 8%, subject to
increase without prior notice. Additionally, there is a .50 cent per room, per day telephone charge, allowing for unlim-
ited local phone calls! All guest rooms must be occupied and registered to at least one adult, who is 21 years of age, or
older. Photo identification may be required upon check-in.

Non-smoking rooms are limited and are available only in the West Tower Section of THE STARDUST HOTEL.
Non-smoking rooms are not available in the Motor Inn, Villa and/or East Tower. Due to the limited number of non-

smoking rooms available, they will make every attempt to accomodate such requests, but cannot guarantee their
availability. Non-smoking rooms in the West Tower are available only at the specific rates designated for that section
of the Hotel. CHECK IN TIME IS 4 pm AND CHECKOUT TIME IS 11 am. [f you are sending a check or
money order, it must be received by the Stardust within 14 days or the reservation will be cancelled. The room
deposit is refundable if reservations are cancelled at least 72 hours prior to arrival. Gratuity (tipping) for

bellmen for your baggage is "up to you". (standard rates only apply to those organizations that arrive in bus loads)!

For those taking the "CANYON/LAND TOUR, Sat. April 26 to May 1st", overnight arrangements for May 1 will
have to be made when you first arrive in Las Vegas (this will be discussed in the 449th adv. reg. sheet mailer, ata
later date.)

AIR TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS: "AFA FIFTY" has made arrangements for all units for a TRAVEL DIS-
COUNT with MOSELEY'S TRAVEL SERVICE: call 1-800-421-7167 this is the Official Travel Service for
AIR FORCE FIFTY, 5% off lowest applicable, 10% off full coach, on; these airlines,

American TWA Delta USAIr

Continental Midwest Express Southwest
United America West Northwest

Travel dates for the above rates are between April 19th and the 30th, 1997! And apply to all under the age of 65!
HOWEVER, and here is our GOOD NEWS: for all those over 65, 10% Discount on all of the Above Air-
lines and there is no date limit.....which means all of us WW2 guys and gals can return in May, 1997.When you
call MOSELEY'S TRAVEL, ASK TO SPEAK WITH "DEBBY"..she is handling this AFA FIFTY travel.....that's
1-800-421-6167! "Late Pass" Editor ran a check on this and learned that a round trip from St. Louis to Las Vegas,
Tues. Apr. 22 depart to return on Fri. May 2nd via TW A (lowest rate possible) is $313.28, minus the 10% makes it at
$282.00.

Yes, check your own local travel agency to determine if you can get a lower rate, naturally ... but call Debby at
MOSELEY'S to sce what they can give! BE SURE AND TELL ANY TRAVEL AGENCY THAT YOU ARE
A SENIOR CITIZEN AND OVER 65 TO GET THE SR. DISCOUNT.




“AIrR Force Firry”’ Registration Form
April 22-26, 1997 -- Las Vegas, Nevada

REGISTRATION & PAYMENT INFORMATION
(please type or print clearly)

4

FILL OUT A SEPARATE REGISTRATION FORM FOR EACH Registration fee MUST accompany this form or registration

PARTICIPANT, OTHER THAN YOUR SPOUSE/IGUEST. Make cannot be processed.

a copy for your records. Mail to: AFA Registration, PO. Box 9129, . .

Silver Spring, MD 20916-9129 or fax to: 30-933-3884. Enclosed is $ US. dollars (in check or money
order only) for those events checked above.

Mame: (Narme a3 printed on Badge) Charge $ U.S. dollars to my credit card, as indicated:

Tite: 0 VISA 0 MasterCard O American Express

Spouse’s Name:

(Name as printed on Badge) Acct #
CoJReunion/Affiliation: _449th BOMB GP. (WW2)
"Flying Horsemen" ___ Expiration Date
Credit Card Billing Address:
(P.O. Boxes not accepted) Cardholder's Signature

| will be staying at hotel.

City: L\ AFA supports the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.

State: Zip: (/ Please indicate here if you require assistance. (J

(J 1 am a veteran of service in the armed forces of the United States.

Country:
All cancellations must be received in writing. No canceliations can be taken
Phone #: ( ) Fax #: ( ) over the phone. A $20 service fee will be charged for all cancellations.
After April 7, 1997, there will be no refunds.

Special/Early Regular
Registration Form must be accompanied Registration Registration #Of
by check or money order (in U.S. dollars), Postmarked prior Postmarked after  Tickets
payable to "AFA" or credit card authorization. to Feb. I5, 1997 Feb. 15, 1997  (circleone) TOTAL
REGISTRATION (required for each participant) $18.00 $25.00 for2 §
Tues., April 22 - Welcome Reception (Conv. Ctr. 5pm-7pm $10.00 $20.00 lor2 $____
Wed.,April 23 - International Airpower Reception (Conv. Ctr.)$10.00 $20.00 lor2 $
Wed., April 23 & Thurs., April 24 International Airpower Symposium  $150.00 $175.00 lor2 §
(includes both days) (Conv. Ctr.)
Thurs., April Z4 - 50th Anniversary Reception & Pre-show Buffet $30.00 $40.00 lor2 %
OR

Anniversary Reception & Post-show Dinner $125.00 $125.00 lor2 §
Table of ten (10) (For Post-SHow DINNER) (Conv. Ctr.) $125000 $1,250.00 $
Thurs.,April 24 Anniversary Show (at HILTON HOTEL)

MATINEE ..... (Sedtingis assigned & ....2pm-3:30pm) $40.00 $50.00 lor2 $___

EVENING , . ... limited for both shows) ,...7pm-8:30pm) $40.00 $50.00 lor2 $
Round-trip transportation shuttle from hotels $17.00 $23.00 lor2 $__

‘ to Convention Center (3 days-Tues., Wed,, Thurs.)
i Round-trip transportation from Las Vegas to Nellis AFB $11.00 $15.00 l or2 §
Please indicate which day — (3 Friday, 25th O Saturday, 26th (per day) (per day)

TOTAL ANSNF RS RS ENES RN AN SN E N R NS NN NN I NSNS AN NN NS NSNS I N IS NN EE NN NSNS RN RS NSNS R RGNS EEE $

Special offer for non-members, $30.00 $30.00 $
“Air Force FiFry” introductory, AFA Membership
(18 months for the price of 12 months, FREE é month bonus)

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED SESENENSNEEEEEESEENEENENEEnEasEEEenhsessEsERENEENE TR EEEEENEENEEEEE s—.




@==mmm== |.OOK OVER THE "AIR FORCE FIFTY" REGISTRATION FORM!!

This form has a lot of information for you to read. Take time to sce the various items beforc you begin to fill outa
copy. WE DO SUGGEST THAT YOU MAKE A COPY TO RETAIN!

On TUES. Apr. 22: We must register with them, at the Convention Center. They are open this day 9 a.m. to 7
p.m. The Welcome Reception is between S p.m. and 7 p.m. This registration of $18.00 per person includes processing
charges, access to all exhibits, a special anniversary memento and a copy of the "AIR FORCE FIFTY" keepsake
program to remind you of this "once in a lifetime cvent." Return your completed copy to: AFA REGISTRATION,
P.O. BOX 9129, SILVER SPRING, MD 20916-9129. You will receive a confirmation card within 10 days of
receipt of your registration. Tickets and credentials will be mailed to you in March of 1997.

Note that there are lower ticket prices for registrations postmarked prior to Feb. 15, 1997.

On WED. Apr. 23: All the unit and organizational displays will be in place/open, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. (tickets required).
The International Welcoming Reception. Our 449th Bomb Group Assoc. will hold a "Squadron Dinner Night" which
will be on the later mailing of that advance registration. The Dinners will be at "The Stardust” and in the evening.

On Wed. and Thurs.; 23rd and 24th Apr. thec AF FIFTY holds their International Airpower Symposium...yes,
this is an expensive event, but open to all registrants. The Thurs. evening Reception and Buffet sounds like a nice one
to attend. During the day on Thurs. 24 April, our 449th Assoc. will hold an "INFORMATIONAL AND MEMORIAL
BRUNCH" at "The Stardust" .. this too will be onc of the 449th registration events to appcar on the iatecr coming
advance registration sheet, in a separate mailing. The Thurs. AFA Matinec or Evening Show sounds like a swell-
elegant event.

On FRI. April 25th is the BIG SHOW AT NELLIS AFB ..... it is Open House at the Air Base, but the tickets
sold will be only for the AFA Fifty Attendees ... a second show, on Sat., is being laid on for the full public to attend.
(and our Post Reunion Canyon/Land Tour begins ... see the separate announcement of this tour in this "Late Pass
Issue.™)

LOCAL TRANSPORTATION FOR THE AFA FIFTY ANNIVERSARY. There are round-trip shuttles
between Hotels and the Convention Center for the 3 days, Tues, Wed, & Thurs. A separate transportation, round trip
ticket is available for the Fri. 25th trip to Nellis AFB. These latter two transportation tickets are on the lower portion of
the registration form.

Using your copy of the Reg. Form., go over each printed line to make sure you have not omitted anything; NOTE
the area about cancellations (just beneath the small "wheelchair into.".

IT IS NOT A REQUIREMENT THAT YOU BE A MEMBER OF THE AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION TO
ATTEND .... but the offer to join is given at the very bottom; many of us arc alrcady members and do recommend it
..... the monthly publication of the magazine "AIR FORCE" is worth the membership, alone!

NOW FOR YOUR FINAL CHECKLIST
(1) HOTEL RESERVATIONS MUST BE MADE SEPARATELY (sce pages 2 & 3).

(2) AIR TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS SEPARATELY ... MOSELEY'S TVL. SVC. OFFERS
10% Discounts for age over 65. (sce p. 3).

(3) MAKE A SEPARATE COPY OF THE REG. FORM (1o retain for info.) and a primary copy to mail: note
the correct address at the form top.

(4) NOTE that the 449th Bomb Gp. Assoc. has 2 of its own cvents Wed c¢ve. and Thurs. Brunch time; both of
these DO NOT PUT ON THE AF 50 Reg. Form (the 449th info. will come in a later mailing).

(5) NOTE THE TWO TOURS PLANNED (in this issuc) DEPOSITS MUST BE BY Nov. 10, 1996.




POST-REUNION TOUR: a SOUTHWEST CANYON/LAND TOUR!

- to depart Las Vegas, Sat. April 26th, 1997

We have planned a Post-9th Reunion Tour of the wonders and beautiful sights of the Southwest U.S. for a 6 day, 5 night
tour. We willbusto ZION NATL. PARK .. visit BRYCE CANON .. CRUISE LAKE POWELL....sece GRAND CANYON (from
the South Rim) .... travel to SEDONA, AZ & visit TUZIGOOT & MONTEZUMA CASTLE NATL. PARKS ... ride the VERDE
CANYONRAILROAD .. haveaCHUCKWAGONDINNER & SHOW AT THE BLAZING "M" RANCH ... vist HOOVER/
BOULDER DAM before returning to Las Vegas.

The tour will include 2 -MAX SHOWS, PARK ADMISSIONS, ... DELUXE BUS, (with driver and tour guide), First
Class Rooms, ... 5 Breakfasts and 5 Dinners. Everything is included except gratuity for the Bus driver and Tour guide. The
cost is $675 per person double occupancy; $850 for single occupancy (but we will double you up with another "single" tour
traveller). A $370 deposit per person (double or single) is required, by the 10th Nov. 1996! (same deposit date as the 1997
European Tour, info. in this issue). Send your deposit to: "Good Friends Travel Svc.", 2326 N. AIA, Indialantic, FL 32903.
Contact the Assn. V.P. and Tours leaders, Lee Kenney 1-(407) 242-8654 for questions.

NEWLY ARRIVED NAMES: Add these to your album rosters. These were received after the Williamsburg

Reunion thru Sept. 9, 1996.

Batten, DOan ..o TLON oo F/E on Maerk crew.
Beaty, Jack W. s TITEN e F/E on Fisher crew.
Bradour, Mrs. Cora ... Hon. Sq. oo, widow of Harold, mechanic, 717th Sq.
Brau, Mrs. ROSEmMAry .........cocccooveinnninnienceneeeeeeeae Hon. Sq. oo widow of Clarence, bomb on Apgar crew, 719th Sq.
Bresnehan, Donald F. ..o TIOO e R/Op on Benton crew.
Carroll, PhillipJ. c.cove e, TITHh e WG on Lawrence crew.
Cordery, Mrs. JEan ........ccccevevciriiniii e, Hon. Sq. wooiiiiicce widow of Edmund, Nav. on Armstrong crew.
Davy, Mrs. DOTIS ...c.ocooeiiieniiiice st Hon. Sq. .o widow of Jim, F/E on Bills crew.
Edmondson, Mrs. Priscilla.........cc.oooniiiiiiiieis Hon. Sq. oo widow of John, Nav on Bohn crew.
Eminizer, Mrs. LOUiS€e .........ccooviiveiiiieicee e Hon. 8q. oo widow of Robt., NG on McFain crew.
Goad, Chester A. .........ooooeceeeeee ettt 11 1 ST F/E on Parker crew.
Harris, Willie M. ..o TIOh oo CP on Morrison crew.
Howell, Norman C. .........cccoevieeriiiiieiiieere e et TITHN e TG on Lawrence crew.
Joiner, Preston, L. Jr. ..o TITHR (e Comm. section. orig. cadre.
Kellum, Mrs. ANNIE ........oovveeieieeieeeeceeee e Hon. Sq. oo widow of Wm., Nav. on Ruse crew.
Kilroy, Mrs. AN .......ccooiiimeinciei e Hon. Sq. oo widow of Wm., R/O on Anderson crew.
Lay, Mrs. JUNe ..o Hon. Sq. oo widow of Bill, Radar Tech in Gp Hgs.
Levites, MUITAY ......ccooceriiiiiiriiiieeecee e TITH (e Nav on Asbury crew.
Loftin, GrOVEr .....voieicie et TITH e F/E on Lawrence crew.
McFadden, Banks .......c...ccooomeeiininier e WG HGS. oo Wing Special Svcs. Officer.
Newman, Peter G. .......ccooieviiiieieeeceeeece e Hon. Sq. oo son of John, R/Op on Ridgway crew.
Randolph, Mrs. Laura .........c.cccveinevccicincnecceens Hon. Sq. oo, widow of Robt., NG on Desmond crew.
Reichlan, Matthew A. ..o TIOth L Nav on Crossley crew.
Reis, ANATEW ....oooiiiiiiiiicic e TION e F/E on Mugler crew.
Ridge, Richard ..., TIOtH Lo s CP on Maerk crew.
Sauer, Harold G. ... TIOth A/C maint. Inspector, orig. cadre.
Werner, RODErt ... ..o TUBth e TG on Isaac crew.
Wray, Sidney L. ..o TIOW o e Mechanic, orig. cadre.

Yates, John H. TIO6th L R/Op on Cale crew.




449th BOMB GROUP ASSOCIATION REUNION DATA:

Here are the brief tabulations for our first 8 reunions

Reunion & Dates Place Attendance Reunion Highlights
1. | Nov 3-6 1983 Tucson, AZ 410 Tour of DMAFB & A/C Desert. stor. area.
- Desert Inn - tour of Pima Museum
- B/Gen A. Lurie, Cmdg DMAFB, speaker.
- tearful welcoming for all.
2. | Oct 24-27, 1985 Dayton, OH 620 Air Force Museum visit.

- Marriott Hotel

- touring Wright Bros. area.
- Lloyd Bentsen, Sen (TX), 449th Pilot, speaker

3. | Sep 22-25, 1987 | Colorado Spgs., CO |703

Dedicated bronze plaque at Air Academy Memorial

- Clarion Hotel Cemetery.
- tour to top Pikes Peak, Cripple Creek.
- ALF. Academy tour.
- 1st Golf tourney.
4. | Oct 30-Nov.3, '89 | Ft. Mitchel, KY 775 1st Bomb Gp to host "All Amer. B-24J"
(Cincy, OH) - Dedicated the 449th Mem. monument at the

- Drawbridge Inn

A.F. Museum, WPAFB, OH.
- River boat cruises.
- 2nd Golf Tourney.

5. | Apr 9-13, 1991 Houston, TX 621
- Sheraton

Astrodome Hotel

"All Amer. B-24J" makes 2nd visit.

- NASA tour

- Houston tour, Texas battleship, etc.
- 3rd Golf tourney.

6. | Sept 8-11, 1992 | Orlando, FL 632

- Clarion Hotel

Tour of Kennedy Space Center

- observed an orbiter launch.

- Caribbean cruise.

- Rear Adm. L. Oden, Naval Ctr., speaker.
- 4th Golf tourney.

7. | May 24-27, 1994 | Spokane, WA 369

- Sheraton Hotel

Grand Coulee Dam visit.

- Tour in Canadian Rockies,
- Post reunion tour to Alaska.
- 5th Golf tourney.

8. | Sep 5-8, 1995 Williamsburg, VA |615

- Ft. Magruder Inn

Historic tours; Wmsburg, Yorktn., Jamestn.

- Post reunion tour to Italy-Austria & Germany.
Stops at 2 U.S. Cemeteries and at WW2 base,
Grottaglie.

- 6th Golf tourney.

50th ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATIVE A.F.A. BOOK

The Air Force Association will publish a com-
memorative, desk-top book honoring the people and
events of AFA's celebration in Las Vegas, Nevada,
April 22-26, 1997. The book will include introductions
from past and present Air force leaders, pages of AF
memorabilia, and brief histories of selected Air force
units. Attendees and others who purchase the book in
advance will receive a special "Commemorative
Edition" cover and be eligible for the pre-sale price of
$49.95, plus shipping and handling. It will be a large:
9x12 inch coffee table edition with a deluxe hardbound
COVer.

To pre-order a copy just send $49.95 plus §5.00

for S&H to:

Air Force 50th Anniversary Reunion History Book

c/o Tumer Publishing Company
412 Broadway, P.O. Box 3101
Paducah, KY 42002-3101
For an additional $5.00, your name, or recipient

names (24 spaces limit) can be embossed on the cover.
Deadline for the pre-order discount price is Oct. 31,
1996 ... later purchases will be about $10.00 larger. The
later purchases can be made by mail or at the convention
center in Las Vegas during the Anniversary Reunion.
Yes, the 449th Association is submitting items for the
book.




HERE IS "PART OF THE STORY" WHY OUR B-24H MODELS
HAD SPERRY SIGHTS!!

We surely do not intend to argue the value of the
Norden versus the Sperry bomb sights of WW2....much has
been printed to the attributes of both, with Norden getting
all the publicity (sounds familiar doesn't it?). The "Bombar-
diers Inc. Organization"” newsletter, "CROSSHAIRS"
explains the issue of Dec. 89 clearly, taking both sides.

In a "feedback article" from the USAF Museum
"FRIENDS" magazine journal Dick Asbury sends in the
following article:

FIFTEENTH AIR FORCE, from C. Watkins, new
Bem, NC.

"There were two reasons why the Sperry sight (S-1) was
even deployed in the European Theater: the Navy's reluc-
tance to release the Norden to the Air Corps for European
Operations and a severe shortage of Norden bombsights
during the early days of the conflict.

Resolution of the above led to a meeting of Air Corps
Officers appointed by General Hap Armold who recom-
mended 15 Sept. 1944 that the Air Corps standardize on
the Norden M-series bombsight and C-1 autopilot and that
the Sperry equipment be deleted from all B-24's. This was
not simply an arbitrary decision. Tests conducted by both
the Army and Navy from 1940 through 1942 utilizing the
Sperry 0-1, S-1, Estoppey D-8, and Norden (Navy MK-XV,
Army M-Series) revealed that the Norden was superior in
ease of operation, accuracy, and maintenance than the
competition.

As a Col. Unitt stated, "the Sperry bombsight was
indeed a one piece unit. But that one piece was a big
seventy-five pound box, awkward to remove and install in
the limited confines of the bombardier's "office". The
classified Norden sight head at 35 lbs. was easily handled
by one man trips to and from storage vault containers
between flights.” (end of article quotations).

THE NORDEN

Editorial comment: During bombardier flight
training for the original cadre 449th bomb crews, most
bombardier schools used the Norden sights, only a few of
those bombardiers received any pre-graduating schooling
on Sperry equipment, and then very seldom in flight! When
the combat aircraft were assigned to the 449th crews in
Oct. and Nov. 1943 all learned that the B24H models were
Sperry bombsight equipped with the Sperry A-5 Autopilot.
Training began but was short in duration, thus our original
crews arrive overseas with bombsights that they had just
begun to learn to use. Repeat hours on the sights payed
off....initial bomb scores suffered....and by late Mar 44 the
newly arrived replacement ships were Norden
equipped...but there were still some H-models within the
449th Group into 1945....crews were interviewed if they
had handled Sperry equipment before..those that said no
were assigned to fly in the other ships...by Feb. 45 only less
than 5 ships with radar equipment and Sperry sights were
on hand and these used as squadron lead ships only. Most
bombardiers swear by the Norden but only because they did
not have experience in Sperry bombing. Even today, WW2
bombardiers say the same....it is something we can remem-
ber and say, "given time we could learn both easily as well"
but we now know that supplies must be on hand and
standardization does have its operational value! Having
used both Sperry and Norden in combat with the 449th,
both in lead formation bombing, it was easier with the
Sperry, we didn't have "fight the levelling bubbles" and the
bombs did not always hit where the crosshairs were placed
with Norden (that is something a bombardier can
explain)...the story here is (stay in the sight and complete a
good synchronization) and then you saw where the bombs
hit, under your crosshairs (wherever you left them).

THE SPERRY




AMERICAN LOSSES AT PLOIESTI

Low Level Raid August 1, 1943
53 Bombers Shot Down With 530 Men -- 130 Taken Prisoner

High Level Raids April 4, 1944 to August 19, 1944

314 Bombers Shot Down 3140 Men 1027 Taken Prisoner
111 Fighters Shot Down 111 Men 28 Taken Prisoner
425 3251 1055

WHERE DID THE FIGHTERS AND BOMBERS COME FROM

8th AIR FORCE ON LOW LEVEL RAID BASED IN ENGLAND
(flying from the Libyan desert)

B-24 44th Bomb Group 51 POWs
B-24 93rd Bomb Group 18 POWs
B-24 389th Bomb Group 17 POWs
B-24 98th Bomb Group Also on the High Level Raids
B-24 376th Bomb Group Also on the High Level Raids

1STH AIR FORCE ON HIGH LEVEL RAIDS BASED IN ITALY

310 B-17 BOMBERS 930 B-24 BOMBERS
2nd Bomb Group 11 POWs 98th Bomb Group 59 POWs
97th Bomb Group 76 POWs 376th  Bomb Group 84 POWs
99th Bomb Group 62 POWs - 449th  Bomb Group 87 POWs
301st Bomb Group 20 POWs 450th  Bomb Group 133 POWs
463rd Bomb Group 85 POWs 451st  Bomb Group 62 POWs
254 POWs 454th  Bomb Group 26 POWs
455th  Bomb Group 68 POWs
166 P-38 FIGHTERS 456th  Bomb Group 26 POWs
Ist Fighter Group 6 POWs 459th  Bomb Group 67 POWs
14th Fighter Group 3 POWs 460th Bomb Group 25 POWs
82nd  Fighter Group 8 POWs 461st Bomb Group 31 POWs
17 POWs 464th Bomb Group 44 POWs
465th  Bomb Group 26 POWs
P-47 FIGHTERS NOT KNOWN 484th Bomb Group 17 POWs
485th  Bomb Group 8 POWs
166 P-51 FIGHTERS 773 POWs
31st Fighter Group 2 POWs
52nd  Fighter Group S POWs
325th  Fighter Group 4 POWs FINAL ANALYSIS OF LOSSES
11 POWs AT PLOIESTI

367 Bombers Shot Down With 3670 Men
111 Fighters Shot Down With 111 Men
3781 Men Shot Down --

Only 1185 Survived and Returned Home
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COL. JOHN RILEY KANE LAID TO
REST AT ARLINGTON CEMETERY

One of the most honored bombardment leaders of the 15th
Air Force in WW?2 and holder of the Congressional
Medal of Honor, passed away 29 May 1996. he died
quietly in his sleep at the Veterans Hospital in
Coatsville, PA, where he had been a resident since 1989.

Full honors were paid to him by many members of various
Air Force units, particularly of his former 98th Bomb
Group (Pyramiders) of the 47th Bomb Wing, WW2 15th
Air Force. Nicknamed "Killer Kane", he was known as a
true bomber pilot. He was born in Eagle Spring, TX,
lived to be 88 years old. Other than the CMH he was
awarded the DFC, Legion of Merit. His flying began as
an air cadet in 1931 in Shreveport, LA. As the leader of
the famous "low level attacks against Ploesti Oil Fields
in 1943 from No. Italy" he was awarded the Silver Star
Medal.

by the 449th Assn. Secy. and signed by our assn. Pres.
Frank Elliott.

BROTHERS WITHIN THE 449TH
COMBAT BOMB GROUP?

Having brothers in the same bomb groups during WW2
could only have come from circumstance or some kind of
personnel juggling?

We had two from the Wehling family (by circumstance);
Mark was a Hgs. Group Technical Inspector before his
brother, Pat, came into the 716th Sq. in Jan. 1945 with his
own bomb crew! both of them and their families enjoyed the
meetings of the post-war 449th Assn., Mark passing away
Nov. 91. Pat and his wife, Lorene, attend every Reunion!

Two Scroggs had bomb crews in the 717th Sq! Jerry's
crew arrived in April 44 and John's crew in May 44...but for
some time many believed them to be brothers or
cousins..NOT SO..but it did give the 717th Operations
section a problem in listing the crew schedule, both being "J.
Scroggs", hence they had to use their first names also on all
mission and squadron orders! Both are members in to-days
449th!

But with the Chrans family it was a little different; both
Dallas and Vern Chrans were tail gunners, both in the 719th
Sq!...Vern had arrived about June 1994 and stayed around
when he learned that his brother, Dallas arrived with
Lofquist's crew into the 719th Sq. later in the War. Dallas has
been a member of our Assn. for several years, but Vern had
passed away in 1983 and missed out in becoming a member
of our Assn. Just recently Dallas reported that both he and
his brother spent time in the squadron to-gether for a short
time, for Vern completed his 50 missions and went stateside
while Dallas returned in May. Dallas sent in a memorial
donation for his brother, remarking that Vern had six sons
who are interested in their fathers WW2 history!

A letter of sympathy was sent to the 98th bomb Group Assn.

ALL THE BOMBER CREWS DO
REMEMBER "BIG FENCE"...

Thanks to an article from the 461st Group's newsletter, June
96, we have this information...and they got it from the
459th Grp!

CASTEL del MONTE (code name BIG FENCE)

Castel del Monte, a centuries old fortress was located
north of Foggia, inland from Pescara and near the Adriatic
coast and just east of L'Aquila. It was here that the 15th air
Force set up the center for their VHF radio fixer system. BIG
FENCE was the CALLSIGN to assist fighter and bomber
aircraft needing a fix of their location and a heading to their
home airfields. The system was credited with saving
hundreds of lives of Allied airmen and millions of dollars
worth of equipment.

It was manned by the 6649th Navigational Aids Squad-
ron of the 15th AAF, controlling six directional finding units
in an area that stretched from the Italian coastal "heel" more
than 300 miles up the Adriatic coast.

If a crew was lost in weather, needing navaid info. due
to combat problems BIG FENCE would locate them and
direct them to an airfield. If a crew transmitted "MAY DAY"
call in preparation for ditching or bail out, Big Fence
promptly notified Air-Sea Rescue hqs. of the aircraft's
position and continued to send instructions to the dis-
tressed aircraft. During April 1944 their busiest month, they
gave assistance to 991 ships, on April 12th '44 their busiest
day, they homed in/or fixed 82 different aircraft!

A "Hello Big Fence" usually was answered within
seconds...sometimes they had their hands full and it took 2-3
calls to receive a reply....at the same time they were search-
ing their equipment for the sender and had an answer to give
in their one time reply!!! Many of our 449ers are here to-day
because of a navaid from this unit!

GROUP HISTORY BOOK
DONATION and placement;
DAEDALIAN FOUNDATION!

During a ceremony last November 1995 at the National
Headquarters Col. Jack Randolph, accompanied by former
449th Pilot William Bolt, presented the bound copies of the
445th Bomb Group's History to the Daedalian National
Commander, Lt. General Evan "Rosey" Rosecrans. The
"Daedalus Flyer" newsletter and the publication, USAF
"Wingspread" carried a photograph of the presentation.

Similar presentations can be made by our 449th Associa-
tion members, make your contact with schools, patriotic
organizations, libraries, etc. send for a History Book 1-2
through the 449th Treas., J. Miller, and send the photo to the
"Late Pass" editor for reprint in follow-up newsletters.

Yes, you do purchase the book at the low cost of $35.00,
rate....but check with the Treas., it could be a donation from
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"SOLDIER"

[vas that which others did not want to be.

[went wheve others feared to go, and did what others
fatled to do.

[ asked for nothing from those who gave nothing, and
reluctantly accepted the thoughts of eternal
loneliness....should [ fail.

[ have seen the face of terror: felt the stinging cold of
fear: and enjoyed the sweet taste of a
moment s love.

[ have cried. pained, and hoped...but most of all,

['have lived times others would say were best
forgotten.

At least someday [ will be able to say that [ was
proud of what [ was..a Soldier!

Author unknown; copied from the publication, The
American Military Society, May-June 1996 issue.

449th Bomb Aircraft delivered to
Bruning AAF in Oct. and Nov. 1943.
..all 61 listed in this issue!

A total of 61 B-24H model aircraft were absorbed into
the inventory of the United State Army Air force in the
months of October & November 1943, Fifteen into the 716th,
717th, 718th and 16 into the 719th Bomb Squadrons.

During the overseas move which began November 25,
1943, all 61 flew from Bruning on separate days to Morrison
AAF, West Palm Beach, Fla. for the overseas briefing and
routing established via the Caribbean area to South America,
across the So. Atlantic Ocean to Dakar, Senegal, Africa, up
the west coast of Africa to Casablanca and Tunis, and then
across the meditteranean Sea to Grottaglie Air Base, So. Italy
... just east of Taranto and on the rail route to Brindisi.

Of'the 61 original B-24H's received from 15 Oct. to 18
Nov. 43, only 7 of the original ships lasted thru the War in
Europe. The rest met with combat damages and losses, 2
were lost en route due to flying conditions; one to heavy
icing and one to hitting a N. African mountain in bad
weather visibility, the remaining 59 were lost to incidents of
combat, but one also was heavily damaged en route hitting
the top of a hill on approach to Porto Rico airfield. The rest,
not lost due to combat, met with several depot repairs. The
seven that survived the War had met with depot repair and
reassigned by the depot to other bomb Groups, but never-
theless were from the rosters of the original 449th Bombers
of Bruning AAF. These too were later salvaged but all post-
war;, "Maw Strichnine", "Devil's Henchmen' and " Slick
Chick #1" from the 716th Sq.; "Things Is Rough" from the
717th, "Hot Rock' and "Harpers Ferry" from the 718th
and "Lonesome" from the 719th Sq.

BRUNING NEBRASKANS ASK FOR 449TH LETTERS!!!

Sometime near 1985 a group of interested persons from
Thayer County, NE, began to organize into the present day
"Thayer County Historical society”. A research regarding
the Army Airfields of that area was begun; for Bruning,
Fairmont and Harvard airfields specifically. Of the sincerely
interested, none knew the particulars of obtaining historical
data but by making many contacts of residents, former base
employees, and relatives of those in the area the research
started to gather a lot of details. The only problem wasn't
discovered until much later...and after they had printed a
History Book of 371 pages!! Your "Late Pass" Editor
received one of the books and received the answer to the
question; "where is all the 449th Bomb Group information?"
To their surprise (the Historical Society) they began to
realize that the microfilm from Maxwell AFB, Research Center
did not have any information in their Oct. 42-Dec. 44 files!
The Classification of Secrecy regarding the assignment and
training of the 449th Bomb Squadrons and both air and
ground personnel was never among their items compiled!
Nevertheless, for those who want to read about the Bruning
AAF in '42-'45 the book is a well rounded history; copies can

be purchased for $29.99 plus $4.00 postage, by check or
money order to that Society, and mailed to the name below.

Collection of data on the 449th began about May-Jun.
1996 with the sending of the 449th History Book 1-2 to them.
Contacts by the Assn. Treas., the Assn. Secy/Editor and
others has already helped them with their ongoing compila-
tion of 449th Bomb Group information.

The Thayer County Historical Society requests that all
ex-Bruning 449ers write to them telling of their personal
stories, experiences, remembrances and thoughts about the
Bruning AAF and the area. Members of that Society are
sincerely interested in the 449th, they ask all about persons,
of our combat losses which saddens them but does give
them opportunity to tell of their concern for the many young
men, their wives and sweethearts of that era in time.

Send your letters to: Ms Virginia Priefert, Thayer
County Historical Society President, RR 1, box 47, Belvidere,
NE68315.

And yes, they are on our newsletter mailing list! Do
write them!!




716th BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON ORIGINAL AIRCRAFT
SEE APPENDIX 28,
449th History Book 1-2.
(List these ships names opposite the crew
Pilots name in your book.)

"STINKY THE B.T.O."; to Bruning 9 Nov 43, assigned to Oien crew. Demise: blew up 2/22/44 under fir. attack with Browning
crew aboard, 3 KIA-7 POW. Tail #55; serial #42-64462.

"THE WISE VIRGIN"; (no. 1) to Bruning 28 Oct. 43. #56, serial # 41-28616. Assigned to Kinerd crew. Demise: Kinerd crew
forced to bail-out from heavy combat damage. All crew O.K. Ship destroyed 2/22/44.

"THE HEAVENLY BODY"; to Bruning 15 Oct. 43, assigned to Drinan crew. Tail #58, serial # 42-07708. Crashed & burned
on an emergency landing in a practice flight, 17 July 44. One killed. (hist. bk-2, p.86 btm.)

"BLIND DATE"; to Bruning 9 Nov 43, assigned to Kennelly crew. Crew chief Sgt. Jos. Gaus. Demise: Beam crew aboard
12 Apr 44, hit by heavy flak & fir. attack, bailed out 4 KIA and 6 POW. #54 with serial # 41-29243.

"PISTOL PACKIN' MAMA"; to Bruning Nov 1, 1943 and assigned to Bradley crew. Tail #52, serial #42-52146. Downed on
2/22/44 with Bird crew aboard, 10 POW, after bail out post Regensburg, Ger. tgt.

"BRADY'S GANG"; to Bruning 25 Oct 43, tail #47, serial #42-07769. Downed by fir. attacks over N. Italy (Udine AB) 31 Jan 44
with Brady crew aboard. (Brady was assigned this ship Oct 43). 2 KIA, 8 POW and 3 evaded to allied ty.

"GHOST OF THE O MAR"; to Bruning 31 Oct 43. Tail #51 & 66. Serial #42-52140. Assigned to Browning crew, ground crew
chief Arthur Friedman. (Named after lounge in K.C., MO). Downed on 9 Jun 44 with Collins crew, 10 POW and 1 evadee.

"RAMP TRAMP"; to Bruning 21 Oct 43 and assigned to Moore crew. Tail #57, serial #42-07700. Downed with Moore crew
2/22/44; 7 KIA and 4 POW,

"MAN STRICKNINE"; to Bruning 1 Nov 43 and assi'gned to Powers crew. Tail #49 serial #42-52104. Transferred to Goioa Italy
15th AF Depot for major overhaul in mid-44 and they assigned the ship to another Bomb Group later. Final demise; Post
War salvage 8/16/4S5; one the very few original 449th ships to last out the Eur. area War!

"SOPHISTICATED LADY"; to Bruning 26 Oct 43 and assigned to R.Bird crew. Tail #53, serial #41-29214. Downed on 2/25/44
with Bradley crew aboard after they downed 15 Germ. firs.; 1 KIA and 9 evading capture.

"MISS LEE DING"; to Bruning 18 Oct 43 and assigned to Isgrigg crew. Tail #60 original, later with #75. Serial #42-07737. Crew
chief, John Booth. Downed 26 Jun 44 with Sullivan crew abd., 2 KIA, 8 evaded.

"DEVIL'S HENCHMEN?"; to Bruning 18 Oct 43 and assigned to Messenger crew. Tail #48 & 63, serial #42-52089. Transfrd. to
15th AF Depot for major overhaul in mid-44 and they transfrd. to another Bomb Gp. Final demise: post Eur. War salvage
6/23/45; one of the few 449th ships to survive the war, of the orig. ships.

"SLICK CHICK"; (no. 1) to Bruning 27 Oct 43 and assigned to Roberts crew. Tail #50, serial #42-52110. To 15th Depot 2/22/44
& returned 5/5/44. Later to Depot again and on to another Bomb Gp. Final Salvage Aug. 11, '45.

"DUMBO"; to Bruning 15 Oct 43 and assigned to Knapp crew. Tail #46, serial #42-07741. Crash landed at Bari, Italy (15th AF Hgs.)
with Kendall crew aboard. The first 449th ship to be lost to combat damage and salvaged. Jan 14, 1944. All crew O.K.

"SHIP SERIAL NO. 7727; to Bruning, date unk. (Oct or Nov 43) Tail #59. Assigned to Forbes crew, full ser. #42-07727. Downed
2/25/44 with all 10 of Forbes crew KIA.
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717th BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON ORIGINAL AIRCRAFT
SEE APPENDIX 29,
449th History Book 1-2.
(List these ships names opposite.the crew
Pilots name in your book.)

"MISS BEHAVIN"; to Bruning 31 Oct 43 and assigned to Loughran crew. Tail #43 serial #42-52086. Lost in a 3 aircraft mid-air
collision when a flak burst hit one of the ships which turned into another and the third damaged attempting to avoid these
first 2; all 10 KIA, April 2, 1944, Fetting and Geminder were flying this ship. Only one survived as POW, the other 30 were
all KIA.

"SUPERSTITIOUS AL-O-WISHUS"; into Bruning 27 Oct 43 and assigned to Starr's crew. One of the three ships in the Apr. 2, 44
mid-air collision by flak burst; all 10 of Starr crew KIA. Tail #45, serial #42-52136.

"THUNDER BAY BABE"; to Bruning 15 Oct 43 and assigned to Ridgway crew. Tail #40, serial #42-07623. Damaged over Austria
and downed over Yugoslavia 3/24/44 with Ridgway crew abd.; 6 KIA nd 4 POW.

"MIASIS DRAGON"; to Bruning 9 Nov 43 and assigned to Gray's crew. Tail #46, serial #42-52172. Downed 4/4/44 on the Pres.
Unit Citn. msn. 10 KIA. with Tyler's crew aboard.

"LURCHIN URCHIN"; (no. 1) to Bruning 28 Oct 43, tail #34, serial #41-29223. Downed over Udine AB, N. Italy 31 Jan 44 with
Group C.O. Alkire flying as the Bomb Group Lead, with part of Thompsons crew and selected lead crewmen. 3 KIA and
8 POW. This ship was initially assigned to Kury's crew at Bruning in '43.

"RELUCTANT LIZ"; to Bruning 19 Oct 43 and assigned to Bontley crew. Tail #38 and serial #41-28596. Downed on 4/4/44 Pres.
Unit Citn. mission 2 KIA and 8 POW. (one of the ships painted on the picture, "Maximum Effort", of the 449th at Grottaglie
AB.).

"HOLY JOE"; (no. 1) to Bruning 1 Nov 43 and assigned to Fowler crew. Tail #36 and serial #41-29225. Crashed right after take-
off with Iver's crew abd. The crew survived but the ship was salvaged for parts, 3/29/44.

"THINGS IS ROUGH"; to Bruning 20 Oct 43 and assigned to Fee's crew. Tail #44 and serial #42-52091. Crew chief, Sgt. Kahn.
Transferred to the 15th AF depot for major maintenance. They then transfrd. the ship on to another bomb group. Her final
salvage date was 8/13/45; one of the 449th orig. ships to survive the Eur. part of WW2,

"THE TEMPTRESS"; to Bruning 29 Oct 43 and assigned to Juetter's crew. Tail #37 and serial #42-52107. Crashed on takeoff with
a full bomb load due to engine failure. The bomb load was salvoed but detonated killing all 10 aboard of Jeutter's crew,
Feb 23, 1994.

"OLDIRONSIDES"; to Bruning 10 Nov 43 and assigned to McInvale's crew. Tail #47 and ser. #42-52170. R. Daum asst. crew chief.
Downed by flak near Belgrade, Yugo. 5/18/44 with all 9 aboard evading capture of McInvale's men.

"CINNSY'SMARGIE"; to Bruning 20 Oct 43 and assigned to Samuelson's crew. Tail #35 and 43, serial #42-07723. Made an emerg,.
landing at Tarquina, N. Italy on 12 Aug 44. Crew returned to base. The ship was repaired by a mobile maint. crew and
reassigned to another Bomb Group. Final demise, salvaged 12 Aug. 44 in the other group.

"CLASSY CHASSY"; to Bruning 9 Nov 43 and assigned to Geminder crew. Tail #33 and 48; serial #42-52157. First 449th ship
to complete 50 missions without an early return. Downed over a heavily flak tgt in N. Italy with Ludtke crew aboard 22 Nov
44; 2 KIA, 7POW and 1 evadee.

"DRAGON LADY"; to Bruning 17 Nov 43 and assigned to Olson's crew. Tail #42, serial #42-52134. Crew chief Sgt. Wm. Cover.
Overshot landing on 2/22/44 with combat problems and hit a stone wall, by Morton's crew. Ship was salvaged.

"PEERLESS CLIPPER"; to Bruning 21 Oct43 and assigned to Sies' crew. Named for the sponsoring company, Peerless Woolen Mills,
Chattanooga, TN. One of the three ships downed by flak and mid-air collision 2 Apr 44 with Kury's crew aboard: 11 KIA.

"SHACK HAPPY"; to Bruning 19 Oct 43 and assigned to Morton's crew. (449th bomb Grp. Assn. Chaplain was a member of that
crew, Shanahan.) Tail #41 and serial #42-07744. Downed on Ploesti msn. 5/5/44, minus Shanahan, with Morton crew abd.;
4 KIA and 6 POW.




718th BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON ORIGINAL AIRCRAFT
SEE APPENDIX 30,
449th History Book 1-2.
(List these ships names opposite the crew
Pilots name in your book.)

"VENI, VIDI, VICI"; to Bruning 5 Nov 43 and assigned to Silvers' crew. Tail #17, serial #42-52150. Downed 5/17/44 with Silvers
crew abd.; 7 KIA and 3 POW.

"HOT ROCK"; to Bruning 22 Oct 43 and assigned to Petz crew. Ground crew of Sgts Menard and Murphy. Sent to 15th AF Depot
for major repair and the depot transfrd. the ship later to another group. Her final demise wasn't until 3 June 45, one of the
orig. ships to last out the war! Tail #20 and ser. #41-29218.

"461"; Ser#42-64461, tail #21. Damaged over Vienna RR Yds tgt. with Rouse & Miller as pilots, crash landed in Yugo. and the crew
torched the ship, 23 Apr. 44. I KIA & 9 evaded capture.

"HARPERS FERRY"; to Bruning 6 Nov 43 and assigned to Harper crew. Tail #22, serial #41-28621. The 718th sent her to the 15th
AF depot for repairs and the depot later sent her on to another Group. Final demise was 16 Aug. 1945; making her one of
the few 449th orig. ships to survive the war in Europe!

"SINNERS DREAM"; to Bruning 9 Nov 43 and assigned to Chandler's crew. Tail #23 and serial #41-28605. Downed over Udine
AB, N. Italy on 30 Jan 44 with Chandler crew abd. 6 KIA and 5 POW.

"PISTOL PACKIN MAMMA"; (this name has 3 Itr. "m's" versus the other similarly named 449th ship). to Bruning 19 Oct 43 and
assigned to Rogers crew. Tail #24 and serial #41-28597. Downed over Brasov, Romania, 16 April 44 with Rogers crew;
1 KIA and 9 POW.

"DAISY MAE"; to Bruning 15 Oct 43 and assigned to Carter crew. Tail #25, serial #42-07726. (The ship was named but its name
never was painted on the ship). Received ground damage during the night of 8 Jan 44 when an RAF 2-eng. Beaufighterlanded
and ran into her; but local maintenance corrected its damage and she returned to combat. Salvaged Aug. 1, '44.

"BIG NOISE FROM KENTUCKY"; to Bruning 5 Nov 43 and assigned to Porter crew. Crew chief Sgt. Weaver. Tail #26 and serial
#42-52149. Crew bailed out post-Ploesti tgt., combat damage, 5 May 44, | POW and 9 evaded.

"730"; to Bruning circa Oct-Nov 43, assigned to Wheeler crew. Tail #30, serial #42-07730. Downed when rammed by a ME-109
ftr. 30 Jan 44; all 10 KIA.

"HELLS-A-POPPIN"; to Bruning 9 Nov 43 and assigned to Staley crew. Downed over Brasov, Romania, 4/16/44 with Temchulla's
crew aboard. 3 KIA, 7 POW. Tail #29 and serial #42-52166.

"41-29217"; to Bruning circa Oct-Nov 43, tail #18. Assigned to Kendall crew. Downed by flak & firs. over Udine AB 30 Jan 44 with
Kendall crew abd.; 9 KIA and 1 POW.

"SLEEPY TIME GAL"; to Bruning 19 Oct 43 and assigned to Wingfield crew. Tail #31 & 29, serial #42-07745. Downed by ME
210 firs. on 2/23/44; 7 KIA and 3 POW of Wingfield's crew. Sgt Fred Ross was crew chief.

"WOODSCHOPPER"; to Bruning 20 Oct 43 and assigned to Wood's crew. Tail #35, 19 & 44, serial #42-07750. Crashed just north
of home base, out of fuel, July 2, 1944, just 4 miles short. Kirkland crew abd.; 3 KIA, the others survived.

"EVERYBODY'S BABY"; to Bruning 25 Oct 43 and assigned to Stewart crew. Tail #27 and serial #42-07756. Ground taxiing
accident over a submerged hole caused major damage to strut and wing and the aircraft became a "spare parts" ship. Crew
chief was Joe Skalak. Exact date of damage not known, circa late Feb.-early Mar 44,

"YE OLDE RUGGED CURSE"; to Bruning 31 Oct 43 and assigned to Rasbach crew. Tail #28 and serial #42-07762. Combat
damaged after multi-fir. attacks, 2 Apr. 44, Rasbach crew made an emerg. landing at a Foggia, It. 15th base. All of the crew
O.K. but the ship was salvaged for parts. Sgts Caleb Hogshed and Edmund Dickman crew chiefs.

"WHITE FANG"; to Bruning 27 Oct 43 and assigned to Pickard's crew. Named for Jack London's dog (author) and painted with
snarling wolf teeth around the ships nose. Tail #32 and serial #41-28606. Pickards ship was hit by other B-24 aircraft by
dropping bombs when several aircraft converged over the tgt. area; 9 KIA and 2 POW.




719th BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON ORIGINAL AIRCRAFT
SEE APPENDIX 31,
449th History Book 1-2.
(List these ships names opposite the crew
Pilots name in your book.)

"MAUI MAID"; to Bruning Nov 10, 43 and assigned to the 719th; This ship led the overseas flights from Bruning & Morrison AAF,
FL in Nov. 43, with the Group C.O. Col. Darr Alkire as lead pilot. His crew was made up of Group Hgs. staff operations
and support personnel. Alkire and crew landed in Italy as the first 449th bomber and returned to N. Africa to assist the
sequence of arrivals to the former Italian and German Luftwaffle Air Base at Grottaglie, just a few miles east of Taranto,
on the rail line to Brindisi. The ship flew a few missions with other crews but met with a ground accident by running into
an embankment on the poorly laid out usable area of the base at that time. The ship was salvaged for parts. The name given
was for the island of Maui, former home of Mrs. Alkire. Ship tail number was #16, serial #41-28623.

(see top of appendix 28).

"TWO TON TESSIE"; to Bruning 27 Oct 43 and assigned to Fergus crew. Tail #07 and serial #42-52117. Fergus and crew were
downed in this ship on 29 May 44 with all 10 taken Germ. POW on bailout.

"GUARDIAN ANGEL"; to Bruning 15 Oct43 and assigned to Woodle crew. Tail #09, serial #42-07715. Flak & firs. damages caused
the crew to bail out on the Regensburg, Germ. mission; all 11 POW.

"DIXIE BELLE"; to Bruning 1 Nov 43 and assigned to Grimmer's crew. Tail #13 and serial #41-29193. Downed over Bucharest
on the 4/4/44 Pres. Unit Citation mission with Kendall's crew abd.; 2 KIA and 8 POW.

"STAREYES";to Bruning 28 Oct 43 and assigned to Meade's crew. Tail #02 and serial #41-29203. A fter at least 70 combat missions
the ship was heavily damaged and salvaged for parts on 3/19/45.

"BETTY JEAN"; to Bruning 6 Nov 43 and assigned to Phillips crew. Tail #06 and serial #41-28625. Downed by flak over Perugia
Airdrome 19 Jan 44; 6 POW, 4 took 2 months of evasion before returning to base!

"HASSAN THE ASSASSIN"; to Bruning 6 Nov 43 and assigned to Zimmerman crew. Tail #12 and serial #41-29237. En route
overseas the ship & crew literally bounced off a surrounding hill making a landing approach in Porto Rico, grounding the
ship for heavy maintenance at a later date. The crew proceeded to Italy by "hitch-hiking" on various transports en route with
space available. Repaired and sent to the 459th bomb Gp., Guila, It., 15th AF, they renamed her "TAMERLANE II" and
crashed in Austria 3/17/44. MACR 3298.

"PAPER DOLL"; to Bruning 15 Oct 43 and assigned to Garrison crew. Tail #08 and serial #42-07691. Downed on the Pres. Unit
Citation mission 4/4/44 with Garrison crew, 7 KIA and 3 POW. Center aircraft in "Maximum Effort" prize painting.

"MIGHTY MOUSE"; to Bruning 20 Oct 43 and assigned to Clarence Frones crew. Tail #10 and serial #41-28594.On Jan 15, 1944
the crew was forced to abandon the combat damaged ship; 4 became POW, 6 KIA either by falling into the Adriatic or staying
with the ship in an attempt to make a safe ditching. Pilot Frone's body was found on the beach with a testament in his pocket.

"LONESOME"; to Bruning 19 Oct 43 and assigned to Geisel's crew. Tail #14 and serial #42-07732. We can attest to at least 41
missions before going to the 15th AF depot for repairs. The ship was then transferred to another B-24 bomb group and her
final demise was 16 Aug 1945, making her one of the few 449th Bruning ships to survive the Eur. war of WW2.

"BETTY ANN"; to Bruning 20 Oct 43 and assigned to Thieme's crew. Tail #11 and serial #41-29215. One of the 3 719th ships lost
during the overseas flight movement in Dec 43. Ship and crew met with heavy icing conditions during night flight and were
unable to continue. On bail out 15 Dec 43, 13 bailed out O.K., one KIA, 719th Ops. Officer, Hays KIA, chute never opened
(reported he hit the tail surfaces and never had the chance to try his chute.)

"PATCHES" or "LIL LASSIE"; to Bruning 9 Nov 43 and assigned to Gentry's crew. Don Lapham, 449th Assn. History Book
Historian was the co-pilot on this crew. Tail #15 and serial #42-52155. The ship was to be named "Lil Lassie" when time
permitted in Italy; but after a few missions it was seen to have been patched (over flak and bullet holes) so many times by
contrasting colored metal that it was given the name "PATCHES". Another crew in a different bomb group crash landed
the ship and she was salvaged 7 Aug. 44.

"JUANITA"; to Bruning 28 Oct43 and assigned to Woltkamps crew. Tail #04 and serial #42-52126. Woltkamp crew and ship became
the first 449th ship downed by fighter attack on 16 Jan 44. 5 KIA and 5 POW.
Continued on Next Page
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(719th Ships, cont'd.)

"LOS LOBOS"; to Bruning 25 Oct 43 and assigned to Polink crew. Tail #03 and serial #42-07761. Zimmerman crew, making a hard
landing in a heavily damaged ship were returning with fragmentation bombs on board; a few of the small bombs broke loose
but did not detonate. This was the ships 9th combat mission but was too damaged and was taken for much needed spare parts
at that time! On 10 Feb. 44. Bart Peluso was crew chief, who later crewed "Buzzer".

"SUNSHINE"; to Bruning 23 Oct 43 and assigned to Stephens crew. Tail #05 and serial #42-52106. On 29 Mar 44, Hemphill crew
from the 717th Sq. was attempting to make it to Switzerland with combat damage but misidentified the small deep valley
landing field and were taken POW by the German forces at the Venegono, It. German Afld. The ship was used for propganda
purposes by the Luftwaffe.

"PUDGY II"; to Bruning 9 Nov 43 and assigned to the 719th Operation Staff and Sq. C.O. David Councill. The ship and crew hit a
mountain in the Atlas Range of NW Africa, 8 Dec '43 en route overseas, attempting a night iced-up flight to land at Casablanca
or Marakech. 14 KIA, all air and ground staff officers and airmen of the 719th Sq. Tail #01 and serial #42-07747. The loss
of those key persons was fragic to the 719th!

DECEASED: The following names of our fallen comrades were received after

the Sept. 95 Williamsburg Reunion and prior to Sept. 9, 1996. These are to be added to
our previous lists within the "Late Pass" printed lists. Each of us extended our love to the
families and relatives and among our own 449th Association.

Affleck, Robert W. ... TIGthSQ. .o turret spec.; 9 Mar 96.
Alligier, Donald ..o T1Oth Sq. et e armament section. 4/96.
Bradour, Harold L. ......c.ccoooieoiieiieeeeceeeeeece e TITth S oot mechanic, 7/15/96.
Brau, Clarence .............cocceeoeeeieiiieciieciee e cee e s see e TI9thSQ. oo bomb on apgar crew, 2/24/96.
Cirigliano, Louis R. ..o T1I9thSQ. oot NG on copping crew, 10/9/93.
Clark, LesSterE. ...t TIBAS. et Crew Pilot, 4/5/96.
Cochran, Mrs. Evelyn ..o pevene HOML SQL o, Widow of Horace, 718th, 19 Sept. '96.
Cordery, Edmund P. ..o TI9thSq. v Nav on Armstrong crew, 5/18/96.
Eminizer, RobertR. .......ccoooiiiiiii e TI8th SQ. v NG on McFain crew, 8/5/96.
GIbDS, ROY ottt TI6thSq. oo Nav on White crew, 11/19/95.
Hudson, Robert B. ..., TI6thSQ. ot Armament sections, 8/15/96.
Hughes, Anson Dr. ..o TIOthSQ. .oeiieecercetce e e CP on Bird crew, 6/22/96.
Krause, Cyril S. ..o TITHNSQ. oo Crew Pilot, 1/4/91.
Lay, William O. ......cc.ooviiiiieeceeenn e e GP HQS. ottt Radar Tech., 6/24/96.
Nettleton, E. Dale .....c.cccocceereiirvieniineneecsceeeeeeee A 1 OO Crew Pilot, 9/4/96.
Pawlinga, Stephen ... TIhSQ. o Gunner on McCallum crew, 3/15/96.
Phillips, William T. .....ccooiiriiniiieinesscccenesse e TIFNSQ. o Crew Pilot, 6/27/96.
Roberts, Frank J. .........cccooiieienrieeceeeeeeeeeenees GP. HGS. e e Opsclerk,4/10/96.
Roth, Martin E. ... .o TIGth Sq. e Gun. on Grimmer crew, in '96.
Rozic, Stanley W. ....cooiiiiiice e TI6thSQ. e Radar Bomb on lead crews, 6/96.
Snell, Kernit F. oo TITthSqe e Armament section, in '95.
Suk, Richard L. .......coooiiiiiiieeece e TIBth Sq. oot Bomb on Carter crew, 10/95.

Young, Edward H. ... TIOth S it NG on Parkins crew, 2/95.
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"BUZZER" CRASH SITE VISITED!!

Ben Yedlin warmly received, presents Hist. Bk., receives Plaque!

Our 449th "Late Pass" newsletter for March '96 carried
the full research story of finding the long lost fate of the
719th Squadron ferry flight on 9 Dec. '44 from home base to
Naples, Italy. Ben Yedlin not only put in many days and
nights into the overall search regarding that final flight but
contacted all known families of those aboard. Ben did carry
out his plan to visit Italy and the crash site and reporting
persons of that area.

Prior to his departure, Ben obtained a donated 449th
History Book 1-2 of the Bomb Group and desk-top model of
a B-24 for presentation to the local authorities. The B-24
model came through the Liberator Club who donated it as a
memorial from the Liberator Club and the 449th Assn. The
history book had a greetings announcement and was signed
by all members of the 449th B.G. Assn. Cabinet.

Yedlin received a very warm welcome, was escorted to
the actual site of the crash area and areas where parts of the
plane were found. He reports that the actual crash site is
near a very small community of Senerchia, Avellino Prov-
ince, just north of Oliverto Citra, where all historic contact

L__and racanrah tirae mada

Ben made the presentations among a gathering of
officials in the mayor's office and was presented a Brass
Plaque in return. The plaque will be shown at the 449th

Reunion this coming Apr. 1997.

This historic and personal search for personnel has not
been the only endeavor of Yedlin in pursuance of his memoirs
and WW?2 interests. He has made visits to the Ploesti,
Romania, area and has made friends with officials and individu
als, resulting in his obtaining relief supplies for many of the
needing children of that area. His VCR cassette "B-24 Bomber
Crew" has been shown on National TV, History Channel, and
well received. He is in process of book writing and has April
Allridge, an award-winning screenwriter making inquiries with
publishers.

(Translation of the words on the Plaque.) TOWN OF OLIVETO CITRA. Province of Salerno. To the veterans of the
second World War of the 449th Bomb Group in memory of the 16 young men deceased in the plane crash on Decem-
ber 8, 1944, With respect and gratefulness from all people of Oliveto Citra and all Italy. From the Municipal Resi-
dence on May 24, 1996 the Municipal Administration.







KRAWIEC CREW OFFICERS WERE ALL FLIGHT OFFICERS
50 missions, 6/44 - 9/44, 718th Sq.

The rank of Flight Officer (F/O)
was used during WW2 and awarded
by the flight training schools. One
rank below that of the commissioned
rank of 2nd Lt. those graduating were
either a Lt. or a F/O...the selection
criteria has never been explained. The
first F/O in the 449th was William R.
Thieme, a crew pilot in the original
cadre of the 719th Sq.

What is unique about the Krawiec
crew is that they were the first 449th
Bomb crew to have all four of their
officers in the rank of F/O.

Listed from left to right, top row
are; Henry Krawiec, Pilot; Ben Rubin,
Nav.; Dan Guion, bombdr.; Merton Neal, Co-pilot. On the
bottom row, L. to R. are; Wm. Mann (NG), Bryce LaBrake
(BG), Leo Schmitz (F/E), Clarence Shepherd (R/O), Laverne
Hollister (TG), Francis Schnedecker (WG), and Bob Wells
(Grd. crew chief).

The aircraft, "Lil Butch' was #27, serial #42-64363 of
the 718th Sq. and was acquired into the 449th Group 2 Apr.
44. The ship was salvaged Feb. 22, 1944. Note the crew chief
maintenance "hut" at the far right!! When the original 61
ships of the stateside 449th were readied for their overseas
flight they were rigged with fuel cells in the front bomb bays.
In the aft bomb bay and fastened to the bomb racks were
these wooden cargo bins where the 14 men per ship stowed
their overseas bags and gear. The cargo rack pictured is
upside down and were never used again after the ship
amrived at Grottaglia AB....but met with all kinds of uses.

Until better quarters were available, a few of the ground crew
elected to use them as their own huts until Group and Squad-
ron found out!! Each of the cargo bins were made and fitted at
the pick-up bases just prior to arriving at Bruning AAF. A few
came to Bruning minus the cargo bins and Group Hgs.
immediately required their replacement...a few were home made
at Bruning we've been told. Their final demise is not known,
but sometime during the late summer of 1944 most of them hadj
disappeared from the aircraft parking areas. Ask some of the
maintenance men what happened to them?

Lt. Thieme, the first 449th F/O, was KIA on the first 449th
Pres. Citation mission, Bucharest, flying ship #6 (no name), on
a ship transferred from another 15th AF Bomb Gp. Not until
Dec. 1944 did the 449th receive two other crews whose officers
were all F/O's .. that of Parkins and Rossi crews, both of the
716th Sqdns.

2nd EUROPEAN TOUR PLANNED: Register now!

-- to Italy - Austria - Germany! IN OCT. 1997!

So many have asked, when is the next tour to Italy? The Sept. '95 Tour was so well received that some want to
repeat the tour, and others who could not make the first will now have opportunity to do this one! Revisit the old
Base!

It will be almost identical to the '95 Tour but we have added one more day and night in SALZBURG to
include a full day excursion to Berchtesgaden and Hitler's Eagle Nest. The rates have gone up a little and estimate
ratcs will not exceed $2700 per person double occupancy. The trip is planned to lcave New York Oct. 2, 1997.
The complete tour will take 16 days. A $100 deposit is required by Nov. 10, 1996 (ycs 1996). Mail to "Good
Friends Tvl. Service", 2326 N. AIA, INDIALANTIC, FL. 32903. Everything is included except 1 dinner in Rome,
Florence and Munich. Any questions contact; Assn. V.P. Lee Kenney, 1-(407) 242-8654. Lec's new address is
445 Maple Bluff Circle, Melboumne, FL 32940.

Additional information & instructions will be mailed out to the depositors regarding the tour in early 1997.
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YES, REPLACEMENT AIRCRAFT CARRIED US FURTHER INTO THE WAR!!!

Beginning in Feb. 1944 the 449th began to receive replacement ships; the 61 original cadre aircraft were doing their job but
damages and losses took their toll. Many new B-24]J aircraft were flown overseas and received into the 449th. Also many pre-
named aircraft were transferred into the 449th via the air depot assignment route as former damaged ships from other Bomb Groups
were repaired and needing Bomb Groups took them when they were declared "ready for combat, again”! Here are just a few of
those kind of replacements....we say thanks to Ervin Clower, an ex-451st Bomb Group flight engineer, grounded and transferred
into the 449th in Nov. 44 who became welcome because of his ability in many area to the 718th Sq. maintenance section. These
photos were his and given for historic use.

"Wanta Play"?; a B-24J model with its aluminum unpainted
surface. A 717th Sq. ship, but that is all we have learned
about this one. >

A "Virgin Vampire"; received from another bomb
group, an "H" model. 449th Sq. unk. Sgt. Ervin Clower had
just painted ancther "bomb" for a mission. DiBono is the
rmechanic..

"The Jinx"'; ser. #42-94837. Sq. unk. Received into 449th 1/
20/45 from 8th AF 490th BG/848th Sq. Flown on Mission 255
to the Goioa Depot by Botto crew. Final salvage on 8/3/45, at
Goioa.

<

"Gremlin Delite"; a 719th ship, #09, ser. #42-64389.
Acquired Apr. 1, 44. Downed on Brenner Pass mission 29
Dec. '44 with Blakely crew, all 11 KIA. Note the 50 missions
credit, at least. MACR #10913 report.

v
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WE LOSE TWO "FAITHFUL WORKERS"

Bill Lay was a faithful worker for the 449th Assoc. in
assisting the Assoc. Secy. by computerizing the full roster of
our members. He provided address lables for each of the
notices and "Late Pass" Newsletter mailings. Just keeping
the addresses updated was also a large aid. He was actually
living "on borrowed time" for several years with a bad heart
and passed away June 24, 1996.

We have also lost another worker that always added her
charm and personality to the Reunion Committees; at
Dayton, Ft. Mitchell, Houston and the Orlando Reunion
table. Sue Kenney, the wife of Lee Kenney, the Assoc. Vice
Pres. (92-96), Orlando & Williamsburg Reunions Chairman,
European Tour '95 Leader, and Las Vegas Reunion and
Tours Leader's wife, Sue Kenney, passed away just recently
after a long illness Sept. 16, 1996, and buried at Arlington

National Cemetery on Sept. 24th.

We have appreciated and solemnly remind ourselves of
the others that have preceded them, as workers for this
organization. Charles Crowe; reunion committee, 83-84. Don
Eaton, Reunions Commiittee, Ft. Michael and Houston; Tony
Polink, Assoc. Vice Pres. 83-93 and Reunions Committees.
Don Lapham, Assoc. Historian 83-91, History Books 1-2, and
#3. Bob Bird, Asst. Historian for Book #3, did research work
for the "All American B-24" when it was beginning to form,
working with the Collings Foundation.

This appreciation is extended to the many members who
have taken "those extra steps" in reunion participations,
who have donated funds and who continue to search for our
former WW2 449ers.

REPRINT HISTORY BOOK III

As you know our inventory of the 449th History Book
I1I has been depleted for several years. We have studied
several ways to again make the book III, "Grottoglia &
Home", available to our membership. We had determined
that it would be very hard financially to reprint Book III and
also produce a new book IV.

We have found a publishing house willing to take the
financial risk for reprinting History Book III. This will relieve
the stress of inventorying, shipping & handling and a
complete restoration of the preparatory needs to get it on-
press ... to the 449th's treasury!

The contract was signed with the Tumner Publishing
Company who also have the "Air Force Fifty" book contract
(see page 7). The reprint preparatory work is now underway,
it is planned to have this book available before our next
reunion rolls around in Vegas in April '97. The Turner Co. is
well respected for their military book publishing and has
produced a great number of such quality books.

At this juncture, a new book 1V is still being contem-
plated if publishing computer complications can be sur-
mounted! Although the number of stories and content have
been overall a disappointment some of the ones we did get
are excellent and fresh. Let's not allow your stories to be
conspicuous by their absence!

Closer attention to the troublesome computer has been
promised and after book III's needs are properly "Put-to
Bed" we shall take a further look and give a progress report
on a new book IV. .

STAY TUNED!

THE CHAPLAIN'S CORNER:
Our Moral and Spiritual Values!

From the Old Testament and the Prophet Isaiah, Chapter 1,
verse 2 ......: Hear O Heavens, and give ear O Earth: for the
Lord hath spoken, "[ have nourished and brought up
children, and they have rebelled against me."

Since the time of our struggle in WW2, to retain our
freedoms, generations of American have been produced who
have been led to look to the Federal Government to solve
most of todays problems.

While our leaders are considering such problems as
Drugs, Aids, Abortion, Broken Homes and dozens of other
problems, they seem to think that answers and solutions can
be achieved by appropriating more money! Their apparent
attitude appears to be, "give the people what they want and
we will be considered great leaders."”

Today our nation is faced with a moral and spiritual
decay! We need leaders who have high moral and spiritual
values and that their actions depict these values! Leaders
who realize that they are accountable to God for how they
lead and how they live!

Let us challenge each other by praying that God will
lead Americans to select leaders; local, statewide and in
Federal positions nationwide, who will use these officers to
help heal the moral and spiritual needs of our nation.

Yes, America needs to be introduced to our Creator and
our God. Let your prayers and mine be a part of the prayers
that are being raised for the generations to come.

Rev. James Shanahan
- former 717th flt. engineer/gunner.




Medals to which
you are entitled

(Oct 96 mag.

"MILITARY"
issue)

MGySgt. Earl MacPherson
USMCR (Ret)

here is a multitude of awards
and decorations that individu-
als who served in the United
States military are entitled to wear.
Each month MGySgt. MacPherson
discusses the lesser-known ones.
Regrettably, the free issue of these
medals has long since passed, and
they must be purchased, so in each
article an agent who merchandises
the medal of the month will be
listed.

National Defense

Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard, Ma-
rine Corps and U.S. Merchant Ma-
rine are eligible to receive this medal.
The medal, while expensive com-

pared to most medals, is quite attrac-

tive and merits consideration.
The medal may be purchased from

Nobilitat Regalia, 310 Edward St.,

Victoria, B.C. Canada V9A 3E6.
Regulation size medal, $70; minia-
ture medal, $37. In addition there is
a shipping charge of $7.50. Extra rib-
bon for a ribbon bar costs $4.40.
Costs are figured in American d%—_

NOTE:

The 449th Post-
Reunion is a 6 day 5 night
Canyon/Land Tour!

Deposit and cost
information -- see p.6 this
issue!

AND

Check those Oct. 97
plans for a European
Tour, on bottom page 19.

Commemorative Medal lars.

The International Military and Po-
lice ex-Service Guild has released a
commemorative medal for any do-
mestic-military service in either
peace or war. Personnel of the Army,

449TH BASE EXCHANGE

All proceeds from the sale on the following articles
benefit the 449th Bomb Group Association.

CAP (capon left soldout) ..o, $14.00
LICENSE PLATE HOLDERS ..o 8.00
449th LICENSE TAGS ..o 5.00
GROUP EMBROIDERED EMBLEM ... 4.00
SODN PINS (specify SQDN) ..o 3.00

GROUPPINS . 3.00

BUMPER STICKERS ... 2.00
GOLF SHIRT ..., M,L-17.00
XL, XXL - 19.00
WINDBREAKER JACKET ..........co.ooes M, L -25.00
XL, XXL -27.00
HISTORY BOOK I-IT ..o, » 35.00

(ASSN.MEMBERS PRICEONLY)

-- Prices Include Postage --

Thisphoto shows some of the items we have in stock. Also,
we have some very nice windbreaker unlined jackets (priced
above) with the group embroidered emblem on the left side -
- some in white, and some in blue.

Also new in stock are 6x12 auto license "tags", with a
photo of a B-24 and a Group Emblem, all in color, on a white
background. These are $5.00. They fit the license plate holder
(above) or your front plate holder, if your state has only a rear
plate.

On the windbreakers, the supply is limited so when you
order these, we need to know or have the right to substitute
color, if the color is gone in your size. These are VERY nice.

All Orders and Checks Made Out to:
449th Bomb Group Association
Jim B. Miller, Treasurer
125 Forest Lake Drive
Simpsonville, S.C. 29681-5459
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ANON-SOLICITED BOOK
REVIEW CREDITSOUR
BOOK1-2
(SEE ORDER INFO.,P.22)

A Historyof the
449" Bomb Group

TUCSON TO GROTTAGLIE —
HISTORY OF THE 449th BOMB
GROUP, WWII, by Damon
Turner.

THE 449TH BOMB GROUP ASSO-
CIATION; Part I, 122 pages and
Part 11,194 pages. -

A gem! The first history portion of
this book was written by young, group
intelligence officer, Damon Turner.
Turner died a few years ago and the
449th group association located his
history and added their own first-per-
son experiences to it. It's smoothly
written from Turner’s standpoint and
comprehensive. There is excellent cov-
erage of their commander, Colonel
Alkire, a colorful officer who originally
commanded the 100th Bomb Group in
the U.S., and then the 449th Bomb
Group. Alkire flew 19 consecutive mis-
sions leading the 449th BG and swore
he would fly every mission the group
flew, in spite of objections by the 15th
AF, until he was shot down over
Aviano.

In the middle of the 16th AF air
war, the 449th BG and sister, 450th
BG, were the only “Liberator” groups
operating — the veteran groups were
being retrained and refitted.

Turner vividly wrote of his anguish
as an S-2 officer when he saw that
the 449th BG had been tasked to hit
Breslau in 1944. He knew, as did the
crews, that the B-24 did not have the
range to go to Breslau from the Ital-
ian bases and return. Some crews co-
vertly checked out maps for a return

leg to Switzerland, to western Rus-
sia or even to Sweden, knowing that
Breslau would be a “one-way trip.”

Turner watched the 449th as-
semble, climb and turn towards the
target, without protest and with
tears in his eyes. Luckily, they hit
bad weather and the mission was
scrubbed. _

The Association did a marvelous
job finding Turner’s writings and
then adding their own collection to
preserve the 449th’s heritage. Their
own writings are from the crews’ per-
spective — enlightening, sad, humor-
ous and relevant.

These snippets cover the “Libera-

tor,” combat, the inevitable foul-ups,

on- and' off-base life in Italy, and
other anecdotes of a WWII Bomb
Group.

In addition to the first-class narra-
tive, the pictures of the crews, ships
and combat scenes are the best of
any history I’ve seen to date, They
have tried to compile a list of all of
their B-24s, with names and mis-
sions. It’s a valuable reference, easy
to read and very well done!

MSgt. Paul Files, USAF (Ret)
Maple Valley, WA

(449th Editor note):

Paul Files, a veteran of the Vietnam
War is not a 449er! He is a profes-
sional book reviewer for several
magazines, is a stock broker in the
Seattle area. Telephone contact
explained this entry in the "Military"
magazine Oct. '96 issue. I contacted
the publication to inform them how to
obtain copies of our book.

15th AF Bomber Crews -
Be on Radio!

Dear Fellow 15th Air Force Bomber
Crew Member: Here is your chance to be
on radio! Ireceived a letter and just the
other day, a phone call from Marianna
Conovici, Head of Oral History Section
of Radio Romania.

I met her last April at a symposium
on the bombing of Ploiesti in 1944 (I trust
you remember that target). She asks that
men who flew missions to Romanian
targets record their memories on audio
tape. I will collect the tapes and send
them to her via the U.S. Embassy there.
To quote, she states, “We would like to
archive your taped memories in order to
be studied by Romanian historians and
also to realize radio-programs.”

I suggest the following format, that
you introduce yourself, where you live,
your squadron and group, plane name, B-
24 or B-17, position on plane and target
city .or cities in that you are expressing
your memories about. (I was aball-turret
gunner, 719th Squadron, 449th Group
and flew 12 missions on "Buzzer" to
Romania, 6 to Ploiesti.) There is no time
limit on this but sooner would be better
than later. If you have any questions,

please give me a call at my office, 1-800-
218-1065, o FAX ©09-924~ 3598,

Benedict Yedlin
1000 Herrontown Road
Princeton, NJ 08540-7799

P.S.-Try and get your 15th Air Force war
buddies in on this too. Several "memo-
ries” on a tape are okay.

MOVING? Remember to send us your
change of address. LATE PASS is NOT forwarded
by the Post Office! Thank You.
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The 449th BGA Newsletter
Compiled; writtenby

R.F. Downey, Secy.

4859 Stanhope Drive

St. Louis, MO 63128

(314) 892-4597

Send youritems fornewsletters, photos
andinfo. to Secy.; call himregarding
youritems.

MOVING?

ALSQ, Send your change of address

with full 9 digit zip code.

449th Bomb Group Assoc.
Jim B. Miller, Treas.

125 Forest Lake Drive
Simpsonville, SC29681
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449th Bomb Group Assn.
716th-717th-718th-719th Bomb Squadrons

Nomembership dues assessed.
Reprinting inwhole or in part, without
written permission, is prohibited.
Allrights,and contents are reserved
by the 449th Bomb Group Assoc., a
Non-Profitorganization, fundedby
yourdonations and contributions.

Mail all checks to449th B.G.A. for
donations and merchandise purchases
(books, caps, etc.) to: Assoc.
Treas., Jim B. Miller, 125 Forest
Lake Dr., Simpsonville, SC 29681 -
5459, (864) 297-5208.
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