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...... yes, the advance registration indicated that we would be having another “record attendance” ... for
cach of our reunions has “outdrawn™ all previous ones ... and perhaps a few “drop-ins” that did not
attend any tour or evening function just could have pushed us close to 800?77 But we can count on a
factual total of 775, from the registration sheets and the Squadron “sign-in” sheets!!! The bus tour
company had been alerted for the large numbers, the hotel was elated with our numbers for rooms and
for the buffets and banquet!!! The food was tremendous, and the service complete in all ways! The first
evening of Tuesday Oct. 31st dwelt upon “Getting Acquainted™ with the crew of the B-24J taking the
stage and explaining its handling and e¢xperiences ... the wife of the founder, Mrs. Bob Collings, was in
attendance as its coordinator and also spoke to the 449th ... souvenir 449th Caps were presented to the
three crew members ... yes, just two pilots and a flight engineer (no bombs nor gunnery scheduled for
their missions)...and their navigation is taken care of by the “undcr 9,000 ft. altitude flying” they do
between stopovers, plus the many nav-aids present in todays flight. Wednesday was filled with Tour Day
of the Cincinnati arca, and the 2nd 449th Golf Tourney ... Bob Edwards, 71 7th Armament, took Ist place
and Russ Lindhorst, 719th Gunner, placed 2nd. Each of these were awarded an autographed picture of
Arnold Palmer for their efforts ... three men tied for 3rd place; Wayne Porter (718th), Cecil Harmon
(716th) and Richard Leaf (716th). Geo. Skidmore and Jack Harbaugh each “made the list™ for highest
score and most strokes ona Par 3 hole ... but | believe that two of the better “shots™ were made by Charlie
Mesa (718th) and Frank Elliott (716th, Assn. Pres.) ... Charlie’s shot “bounced off a cart, hit a bridge,
and ended up in the middle of the fairway™ ... just as he planned it!!! Frank, in starting off the
Tournament, hit his first tremendous shot off to the right. that only a golfer can understand!!! He was
quoted, “I allowed too much for a cross wind from the right!” All participants received some kind of
token for their play!! ... each remarked, “wait until the next tournament!”

The evening of Wed., Nov. Ist, was divided into Squadron Buffet programs ... with each Squadronina
scparate room, with a separate set of buffet tables. Tony Polink did the M.C. honors for the 719th and
Group Hgs. men ... Rex Tompkins, former Sqdn. Ops. and Sqdn. C.O. did the M.Cing for the 718th ...
Ed Sass, an original Sqdn. C.O. handled his 717th program assisted by the new organized 717th
“Singers”. led by John Lynn...and the 716th was led by Jack Steele, the original Sqdn. C.O.!! This
requested evening of separate buffets and programs for the Squadrons will be repeated for the next
Reunion. The evening ended with separate Christian and Jewish Memorial Services. Rev. Jim Shanahan
and Rabbi Peter Obermark handled each of these services. Thru the contacts of Chuck Herzog and his
daughter, we located this former WW2 Army Chaplain of the Italian campaign, a professor of the
Hebrew Union College, Cincinnati, Oh. who graciously offered his services, thus enabling both of these
services to be held.

Each morning of the Reunion we had a “continental breakfast buffet™ choice and the “Riverboat
Excursion Day” for Thurs. was off toa good start ... another calm and sunny day ... the buses loaded all
and we debarked at the Ohio river edge, Kentucky side, and onto the three riverboats..."Mark Twain.”
“Covington Fun-Liner”,and the “Huck Finn”, where tables and chairs were placed throughout the boats
for the buffet luncheons on each separate boat...we cruised the river and returned for the Thursday
mens business session that later afternoon ... the present Cabinet was re-clected by unanimous consent,
and several men took the tloor to speak their appreciation for the “work that has been done™ for the
449th Bomb Group Association and all its members ... for the dedication of the Memorial Committec,
and for the enthusiasm of all the members in reunion events and attendances!!! Discussion about coming
reunion locations and locales was made ... appeals for reunions were recorded for many places, all taken
into account, for it was reiterated that the Cabinet had been given, and reaffirmed at this meeting, that
the Cabinet of the Assn. would have the decision of *when and where” for Reunions. Open discussions
covered the selling of the History Books, that the price of History Book No. 3 would have to be increased,
because of the added expense of State Taxes. and the larger number of pages, colored portions of the
book, and its overall weight and increase in postal rates. The Cabinet agreed that $30.00 per bouk should
be placed upon that book. following the 4th Reunion date of Nov. 3rd, §9.

Now comes the “big bash™ of the Reunion ... the “Oldenberg Brou’ Ha-Ha (pronounced brew-ha-ha)
... in trying to explain it to some of the persons. it came out “Ooo-la-la Bra?” ... in any event, it was an
evening at the Great Hall of the neighboring new brewery, with staged “theme park™ type of
type of entertainment that ran all night ... we dined Continued




on prime rib ... were presented Tyrolean Caps, and packed the whole reserved Hall with 449th men and
wives!!! “vou just had to be there” ... even the Assn. Secy. got “sucked” up on the stage and was “forced
intoit” ... (sce the Reunion album for photo) ... many went to bed a little tired that evening ... for the next
day was the “main event of the Reunion™ ... Dedication Day for he 449th Memorial Monument ...
beginning with a continental breakfast and loading the buses for the 1 1/2 hr. ride to Dayton, Ohio,
Wright-Patterson AFB, site of the U.S.A.F. Museum and the mounted 449th Memorial Monument!! ...
for it had been funded, previously mounted, and the overall purpose of this 4th Reunion being held in
nearby Ft. Mitchell, Ky./ Cincinnati, Ohio, was its proximity to Dayton ... for we had alrcady visited
Dayton and the Museum during the 2nd reunion, fall of '85! ... but now we revisited the enlarged
Museum (they added a new hangar) and to sec and photograph the Memorial itself) ... photos and
sketches of the Memorial have been placed on the previous Newsletters, in the History Book “Grottaglic
and Home”, in color, and we are also using it for the cover of the 4th Reunion Album ... don’t miss this
Album!!! The tour of the Museum went well, we viewed the film strip of the Ploesti Raids, we dined
under a catered striped tent that was large enough to hold a circus ... and the cool wind was shielded by
the tent but we agreed to hold the dedication ceremonies in the Museum Theatre rather than in exposed
wind ... so we packed the entire theatre, with standees on each side of the theatre ... Jack Randolph and
Frank Elliott presented the Monument to the Museum, “for its keeping and display”, the 717th Singers
led us in patriotic songs, and the dedication was completed!!! Do visit the Museum. when you can, and
be proud of your Monument to those who gave their lives for the principles of freedom ... of which we,
the survivors, can share and also be remembered!

Returning on the buses gave us a short nap and prepared us for the evening anniversary and Reunion
Banquet ... atotal of 698 were in attendance for this banquet ... our largest single gathering, todate ... and
this really could be over 700 if we were to count a few who did not sit down for this evening feast and
program. Our own program of trophy awards, were topped by the presentations of Awards to the
memorial Committee ... to Dick Asbury for his able lead as its Chairman, to Holly Wilkes, for his
Historic contributions and Memorial Committee work, to Tony Polink, Assn. Vice-Pres., since 1983, to
Ed Sass, Bill Bivens, John Vest, Art Swan, Bill Tope, John Banas, and Bob Bird for their Memorial
Committee contribution and to Bob Bird for his many hours of historic research thru microfilms. A
special award was presented, (to be delivered when the Philippine manufacturer completes the trophy) to
Don l.apham for his expertise and labor in making the 449th History Books the memorable and fine
productions that they are!! The “speaker” for the evening was USAF Capt. Michacl K. Kaiser, Strategic
Air Command Hgs. Briefing Section, Offutt AFB, Neb, who presented an 8 mm and 35 mm presentation
of “The Strategic Air Command Today” ... which turned out to be very interesting for the men but
slightly technical for the women ... but a definite demonstration of the strong force and organization that
the 449th “helped to spawn”, for the 449th Bomb Group was one of the Charter Bomb Groups in the
formation of the Strategic Air Command, of the U.S. Air Force!! Pres. Frank Elliott closed the evening
with summary remarks followed by the Reunion Benediction, given by Rev. Jim Shanahan, former
717th Sqdn. flight engineer.

All Reunions cannot be accomplished but for the assistance of many; here are the “hard workers” for
this 4th Reunion ... using much energy, shoe leather, but enjoying the measure of each 449er at the
reunion; Registrations; Doris Williams, Jeanne and Bob Hathorn, Mary Lapham, Ernie Baker, Martha
and Bob Edwards, Doris Peterson, Rita and Russ Lindhorst, L.ee Kenney. Jim Miller, Tony Polink,
Dick and Harriet Downey; Squadron Registrations; Don Eaton, Dee Miller, Esther Wall; History Book
and Sales: Sue Kenney, Helen Boyle, Betty Doheny, Don Lapham, Dick Downey; Memorabilia Room:
Don Lapham, Milt Coon, Bob Bird ... and a special thanks to Bob & Ruth Hagan, they hauled 70 history
books in their back secat and car trunk to have available at the Reunion ... all were sold out within hours
... many orders were taken for post-reunion mailings!! Noteveryone worked every hour ... some worked
a few hours, some worked e¢very spare minute ... but all worked to help make this one of our best
reunions!! A great big THANKS to each and everyone!! All the CAPS on hand were sold out half way
thru the Reunion ... and a Re-Order has been made (available by July 90). You should have seen Don
Tuttles “tail turret” mounted on his car... PHOTO ALBUM OF REUNION with complete roster of over
1320 members will follow! This will be mailed to you and the Cabinet requests each recipient to help fund
this new roster and Album - return your check when you receive your Album!




PHOTO’S CONTINUE TO “COME IN"......We'll “catch up”, in time!!!
«...ADD THEM WHEN PRINTED, TO YOUR HISTORY BOOKS!!

719th Bomb Sqdn. ORDNANCE SECTION, August 1944,

Top Row, I to R: Brian, Cecil Childress, Walter Griffen, Earl Fauver, Ben Bruno, John Ralph, Gregory Wilcos,
Roger Valentine.

Center Row: Brad Whaley, Wilmer Burns, Charles Goddard. James Ward, Wendle Morrison, Victor Dangel,
Paul Brakeman, Harry Majeski, Phillip Davis, Frank Piper.

Bottom Row; Norman Seagle, Richard Waybright, James Holec, Stevens John McFarlan, Ray Maynard,
Francis LeBlanc. Robert Hickman, Don Gilman.

Missing from photo: Chester Podkul, in hospital. and Section Leader, Lt. Frederick McNulty, (but this is not a
“called™ formation).

NEW PHOTO'S...
ADD TO YOUR
BOOKS!!!

CARTER'S CREW, 717th: Photo taken at Muroc, Cal. during training. Crew arvd
into the 449th in early May 44 flying “Disappointment™ overseas (they had expected a
“brand new ship.” rather than the green colored one.)

L to R, standing: William Schramm (B), Thomas Conboy (CP), Robert Mucha (N),
John Carter (P). Front Row; William Correll (BG), Donald Deitz(TG). Lloyd McNeil
(top). Clyde Ringwood (LW), Jim Wayert (RW), and Monty Prince (NG) missing
from photo. Full tour by late Aug 44 for them.




