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Book I: “Tucson to Grottaglie

200™ Mission, 105

24™ US Infantry Division, 28

2" Air Force, 1, 4

348™ Service Squadron, 13

35" Field Hospital, 16

36™M US Infantry Division, 28

376" Bomb Group, San Pancrazio, 9, 35,
66

392" Bomb Group, 3

4-4-44, Bucharest mission, 32-33, 34, 37

449" Bomb Group, iii, 9; activation, 1;
Arrival at Alamogordo, 1; assigned
to fly B-24s, 3; movement
overseas, 5-7; arrives at Grottaglie,
9; first combat mission, 11,12; first
combat loss, 15; 100" Mission, 60;
losses as of August, 1944, 70; Tail
Marking changed, 87; Mess Hall,
89; PX, 98; last mission, 112;
declared non-operational, April 27,
1945, 113; Group Insignia, 50;
planes moved to Gioia de Colle at
end of war, 113; Route overseas, 5

450" Bomb Group, 1; located at
Manduria, 9; 64

451% Bomb Group, 9

47" Wing, 2, 8, 29, 32; HQ, at
Manduria, 9; insignia, 29

716 Squadron, ii, 1, 4; Enlisted Men’s
Club, 86; barracks fire in November
1944, 90

717" Squadron, ii, 1; orderly room, 98

718" Squadron, ii, 1

719" Squadron, ii, 1; Officers club, 84

8" Air Force, 90

98™ Bomb Group, Lecce, 35

A

Aachen, Germany, 106

Alamogordo, New Mexico, 1

Alberobello, Italy, 96

Alessandria, Italy, 42

Algiers, 5

Alkire, Col. Darr, v; assumes command
of 449", 3; arrives at Grottaglie, 5;
loss of, 16; dropped from strength
report, 17

Allach motor works, Munich, Germany,
75

Allen, Henry L. Lt., KIA, 24

Amstettin, Austria, 108

Anders, General Wladys, 28

Anglo-American Officers Club, 13

Ante Pavelich, 27

Anzio, ltaly, 16, 17, 20, 25, 29, 37, 42

Apollo Oil Refinery, Bratislava,
Slovakia, 52

Aquino, Italy, 42

Arezzo, Italy, attacked by 449", 15, 16

Atlas Mountains, 6

Aviano, Italy, attacked by 449", 15, 16

Auvisio, Italy, 112

Axis Sally, 44, 112

B

Baja railroad bridge, Hungary, 77

Balden, Russell, 23

Ball, Bernard, 91; heavily damaged B-
24,91

Bari, Italy, 42, 68, 74; hospital at, 84-85;
harbor explosion, 110

Battle of the Bulge, 98-99, 102

Belem, Brazil, 5

Belgrade, Yugoslavia, 45, 62

Benedictine Monastery, 29

Berat Kucove, Albania, 60

Berchstesgarden, 97

Berlin, Germany, 109

Biggart, Sergeant, Paul, KIA, 22, 24

Blechhammer Oil Refinery, 35, 62, 93,

97

Blitz Week, 22, 30

Bologna, Italy, 49, 87, 110, 112

Bolzano, Italy, 31, 100

Braden, Peter T., 84

Bradley, Lt. Gilbert, 24

Brasov, Romania, 34

Bratislava, 25, 35, 51; strike photo, 52

Brenner Pass, 31, 76, 84, 89, 91, 93, 95,
105, 106, 109, 112; viaduct at
Avizio, Italy, 61

Brescia, Italy, 108

Breslau, Poland, 25

Brian, Mary, 111

Briefing Routine, 20-21

Brindisi, Italy, 108

Brod, Yugoslavia, 53, 95, 102

Bronzolo, Italy, 102

Brown, Joe E., 111

Bruning Field, Nebraska, 449" move to,
4; departure, 4

Brunswick, 22

Bucharest, Romania, 32, 34, 37, 70, 81;
April 4, 1944 mission, 32-33, 34,
37

Budapest, Hungary, 32, 33, 37, 58, 64,
76, 96

C

Cairo, Egypt, 87

Camp Patrick Henry, 6

Campina, Romania, 34

Campo di Trens Bridge, Italy, 109

Cannon, Major General Joseph, 109

Carpet, 64

Casarsa, Italy, 110, 112

Cassablanca, 5

Cassino, Italy, 28, 29, 42

Chateau d’Un, Italy, 5

Chetniks, 25, 27, 64

Chrysler, Captain, 23, 55

Cisterna di Littoria, 25, 29

Classy Chassis, loss of, 95

Clovis, New Mexico, 1

Concordia Vega refinery, Ploesti, 56, 57,
58, 60, 90

Constanta, Romania, 50

Continental Hotel, 5

Cook, Melvin, 84

Coon, Milt, 86

Corsica, 57, 62

Council, Captain, C. O. 719", loss of, 5-
6; 84

Crowe, Charlie, 45, 84

Cuprija, Yugoslavia, 70

D

Dahlmann, Sgt. Ervin, 105

Darling VI, 95

D-Day, 50

Devil’s Henchmen, 47

Distinguished Unit Citation Ceremony,
74-75

Doodle Bug, 87

Downey, Dick, ii, 112

Dravograd River bridge, Yugoslavia,
109

Drinan, Lieutenant Edward, 24

E

Eaker, Lt. General Ira C., 109
Ebreichsdorf, Austria, 48

Eger, Czechoslovakia, 102, 107, 109
Eighth Air Force, 22

Eighth Army, 28

Eisenhower, General Dwight D., 29, 50
El Alamein, Battle of, 44

Elliot, Earl J., 84

Escape purses, 106

F

Fay, Frances, 111

Fearless Freddy, 39, 45, 48

Fergus, George, 23

Ferrara, Italy, 70, 72, 95; attacked by
449" 16

Ferrencvaros marshalling yard,
Budapest, Hungary, 58

Fickle Finger, photo of, 16

Fifteenth Air Force, 35

Fifth Army, 28, 29

Fiume, Italy, 106

Fleischer, Col. Wade, 84, 111

Florence, Italy, 18, 42

Florisdorf oil refinery, 91, 94, 96, 98,
102, 108

Foggia, Italy, 35

Francavilla, Italy, 62, 68

Freilassing locomotive depot, 100

Friedrichshafen, Germany, 60

G

GAB newspaper, 104

Galland, Adolf, vii449th

Gargiliano River, Italy, 42

Gent, Col Tommy, vi, 18, 19, 58, 73, 75,
83, 111, assigned command of
449" 17; departs to accept
technical advisor assignment in
Hollywood, 83



Gentry, Lt. R. P. (Pat), 48

Genzano, Italy, 17

German fighter production, 94

Ghost of the Omar, The, 5

Gioia de Colle, Italy, 45, 113

Giulianova, Italy, 46

Giurgiu, Roumania, 56, 70

Gothic Line, Italy, 87, 102

Graz, Austria, 22, 104; Graz-Thaler
airdrome, 60

Grottaglie Airfield, target of 376" and
98" 2: condition at arrival, 6, 7, 10

Grottaglie, Italy, 5, 42

Ground Echelon, departure, 7; trip
overseas, 7

Group Insignia, The Flying Horse, 50

Guidonia airdrome, attacked by 449™ 15

Gurkhas, Indian soldiers, 28

Gustav Line, 28, 42

H

Hagg, S/Sgt Robert S., 88; loss of, 88
Haley, Jack, 111

Hamphill’s crew, 100

Hannover, Germany, 22

Hays, Capt. Hiero, loss of, 6

Heading Home, 95

Horsching airdrome, Germany, 60, 74
Huertgen Forest, 102

Hyeres, France, 65

|

Innsbruck, Austria, 93, 97; strike photo,
101.

Isarco-Albes RR, 106

Italian Battle Line, April 1944, 42

J
Jet propelled aircraft, German, 94
Jordan, Charlie, 111

K

Kansas City, Mo., 5

Kayo, 95

Kertis, Lt. William, 88; loss of, 88

Kervin, J. R,, 23

Kesselring, Field Marshall Albert, 17,
42,100

Kiev, Russia, 29

Klagenfurt, 88

Knapp, Robert J., Lt., KIA, 24

Knin, Yugoslavia, 30

Komarom, Hungary, 85, 108

Kraljevo, Yugolsavia, 70, 77

L

La Spezia, Italy, 45

Lake di Nemi, 20
Landshut, Austria, 107, 108
Lapham, Don, ii

Larissa, Greece, 76, 77
Latisana railroad bridge, 57
Legnago, Italy, 112

Leinz, Austria, 106
Leipzig, 22

Leskovac, Yugoslavia, 72, 76
Lili Marlene, 84

Linz, Austria, 96, 102, 106,109
Littlejohn, George, 23

Lobau oil storage facility, Vienna, 68; 74
Lolla, Sam, 111

Lugo, Italy, 110

M

Mairhof, Austria, 112

Makarska, Yugoslavia, 11

Malacky airdrome, Slovakia, 77

Malone, Colonel Kerwin A. J., first
C.0., 1; hospitalization of and relief
of, 3

Mandura, Italy 16, 44

Maribor, Yugoslavia, 109

Markersdorf airdrome, Vienna, Austria,
58

Marrakech, 5

Marseilles, France, 46, 63

Maska, Sgt., M., 98

Mayfield, Captain Guy, Protestant
Chaplain, 450" BG, 44

McNamara, Father, 449" Chaplain, 21,
44, 67

Mestre, Italy, 30, 35

Mezzocorona railroad bridge, Italy, 76,
77

Mickey operator, 91, 97

Mihailovitch, General Draja, 26, 27

Minturno, Italy, 42

Miskolc, Hungary, 70

Mitrovica, Yugoslavia, 70

Moosbierbaum, Austria, 70, 91, 97, 103,
104, 105, 107, 108

Mostar, Yugoslavia, 11, 15, 17

Munich, Germany, 50, 60, 75, 76, 89,
91,94

Mussolini, Benito, 8

Mussolini, Benito, death of, 112

N

Nagyzenk, Hungary, 97

Naples, Italy, 30, 35, 62, 64

Natal, Brazil, 5

Neuberg, Germany, 102, 108, 109
Newport News, Va., 6

Nis, Yugoslavia, 72

Nosker, Major William, KIA, 66
Nugent, Paul, Group Bombardier, 73

0]

O’Neal, James A., Technical Sergeant,
33

Obertraubling factory, 17, 22

Omar Room, The, 5

Operation Anvil, D-Day in southern
France, 66

Operation Apple, 109

Operation Husky, invasion of Sicily, 8

Operation Mallory, 70

Operation Strangle, 30, 39

Operation Torch, 6

Orbetello, Italy, 42, 45

Osijek, Yugoslavia, 35, 51

Osoppo airdrome, attacked by 449", 15

Oswald, Lt. Frank R., 105

Outdoor Theater at Grottaglie, 51

P

P-51 crash at Grottaglie Field, 33, 37

P-51, began service in Italy, 37

Partisans, 25, 27, 64

Patch, Major General Alexander, 68

Pathfinder, 46, 58, 88, 91, 97

Perugia, Italy, 13, 15; attacked by 449",
15, 16;

Pescara, Italy, 28, 42

Peterson, James C., 84

Pettersen, Major Cecil, 104

Phillips, Ruben, 23

Piacenze Railroad Yards, strike photo,
14

Pine Castle, FL, 1

Pisa, Italy 60; attacked by 449" 15

Pistol Packin’ Mama, 24

Pitesti, Romania, 34, 56, 68, 90, 103,105

Ploesti, Romania, 9, 34, 42, 44, 48, 49,
53, 60, 67, 79-80; first attack by
449™ 5 April 44, 35; removed from
double mission credit target list, 58;
surrendered, 68; captured by
Russians, 70-72; smokescreen, 79;
losses over, 79; summary of
campaign against, 77;

Podjorica, Yugoslavia, 89, 91

Poggibonsi, Italy, 19

POM Inspection, 4

Pontedera, Italy, attacked by 449", 15

Port of Embarkation for Ground
Echelon, 6

Porto Marghera, Italy, 35, 46, 50

POWs from Romania, released, 71

POWs in Bulgaria, 77

Prato, Italy, 17, 18; attacked by 449",
15; marshalling yard, 17

Presidential Unit Citation for 4-4-44
Bucharest mission, 32, 74

Presidential Unit Citation, 2" award, 58,
90

Presidential Unit Citations, 17

Prufening Works, 22, 38

Puerto Rico, 5

R
vii, 54, 57, 62, 67; assumes
command of 449", 83

Rapido River, Italy, 42

Recife, Brazil, 5

Red Cross Operations, 42, 49

Regensburg, 17, 19, 24, 58, 106, 108 ;
Mission of Feb 22, 1944, 22

Rest Camps, 102

“Rhapsody in Blue”, 90, 111; world
premier, 90,

Romanian POWs, 71

Romano-Americano Refinery, 48, 53

Rome, Italy, 55

Rosenheim, Germany, 97, 98

Roosevelt, President Franklin, death of,
110

Rush, Brigadier General Hugo P., C. O.,
47" Wing, 44, 46, 57, 66, 67



S

Salerno, Italy, 8, 35

Salonika, Greece, 76

Salzburg, Austria, 100, 104, 106

San Ambrogio, Italy 112

San Pancraxio, Italy, 66

Santa Caesarea Terme, rest camp, 29

Sarajevo, Yugoslavia, 91, 93, 94

Sass, Col. Ed, 3, 95

Savona, Italy, 49, 64

Schwechat, 42, 43, 74

Schweinfurt, 22

Ship #77, crash, 88

Shirley Jean, 95

Simeria, Romania, 49

Six O’clock Joe, a training aircraft at
Alamogordo, 3

Sjenica, Yugoslavia, 94

Skoplje, Yugoslavia, 13, 16

Slade, Lt. Richard J., 88; awarded DSC,
88

Sofia, Bulgaria, 16, 31, 39

Sopron, Hungary, 97

Spaatz, General Carl, 112

Spilimbergo, Italy, 110

Spittal, Austria, 106

St Charles Marshalling Yard, Marseilles,
France, 63

St. Lo, France, 61

St. Polten, Austria, 108, 109

St. Tropez, France 66

St. Valentin tank work at Styre, 87

St. Valentin, Austria, 108

Stalingrad, Russia, 34

Stephen’s crew, 100

Steyr, Austria, 22, 32, 87

Strategic air war, end of, 112

Stuttgart, Germany, 22

Sunshine, 100; nose art, 100; loss of, 100

Szeged, Hungary, 68

Szob, Hungary, 77

Szolnok, Hungary, 68

T

Taranta Harbor, Taranto, Italy, 9, 19, 39,
42,60, 61, 64, 89

Tarfu, training aircraft, 4

Tarrant, Burr, Group S-2 Officer, iii, 69,
73

Terracina, Italy, 12, 16; attack on, 12;
42,45

The Brass Monkey, 94

The Flying Horse, Group Insignia, 50

Tindouf, 5

Tirana, Albania, 35

Tito, Marshal, 24, 26, 76

Tito’s Partisans, 51

Tope, B/Gen William, 47

Tope, Major Bill, 41

Topeka, Kansas, 4

Toulon, France, 17, 42, 53, 57, 61, 62

Trento, Italy, 72

Treviso, Italy, 39

Trieste, Italy, 35, 50, 74

Trinidad, 5

Truemper, Joe, 23

Tucson, Arizona, 1

Tunis, 5
Twinning, Major General Nathan F., CO
15" AF, 44, 57, 74, 75, 90

]

Udine, Italy, attacked by 449", 16;

Umbriago, 95

USS ARKANSAS, 60

USS BENJAMIN MILAM, Liberty ship,
7

USS HENRY BALDWIN, Liberty ship,
7

USS JOHN HARWOOD, Liberty ship, 7

USS NEVADA, 60

USS TEXAS, 61

USS WILLIAM S. YOUNG, Liberty
ship, 7

Ustachi, 27

V

Var River Bridge, Nice, France, 46, 58;
strike photo, 78;

Vecses airdrome, Budapest, Hungary,
56, 64

Venegono, Italy, 100

Ventrella, Carl, 84

Verona, Porto Nuova, Italy 106

Verona, Italy, 95, 106

Vicenza, Italy, 44

Vienna, Austria, 37, 42, 43, 74, 86, 87,
88, 91, 94, 96, 97, 103, 105, 106,
108, 109; Vienna, defenses of, 88;
Strike photo, 92

Vienna-Florisdorf, 102

Vipiteno, Italy, 109

Vis, Island of, 27, 37, 39, 76

Vosendorf refinery, Austria, 68

W

Wiener-Neustadt, Austria, 37, 46, 108,
109

Weise, Jim, 45

Wels, Austria, 97, 112

Wilkes, Hollis A., 84

“Window”, 29, 64

Witt, Lt. Gerald S., 88; awarded DSC,
88; loss of, 88

Wollersdorf airdrome, 46

Wright, Captain John B., 87; awarded
DSC, 87

Z
Zagreb, 105
Zara, Yugoslavia, 12, 55, 58



